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College of Business completely online

Athens Sate University’s College of Business now offers its degree programs in the traditional format, and.... completely
online.

Athens State University’s College of Business, isthefirst baccal aureate degree business program in Alabama, to be offered
completely online. All four degree programs —Accounting, Management, Management of Technology, and Human Resource
Management —are being delivered viathe Internet, aswell asin the traditional format. Athens Stateislistening to studentswho
want flexibility in class scheduling as well as
relief from high gasoline costs.

Students have the option to earn their de-
greeswithout the daily grind of driving to cam-
pus, saving time, energy, and money. The Col-
lege of Business continues to offer its degrees
through traditional methods for students who
prefer a classroom setting or for those who
would like to combine the two formats.

“Webelievethereisagrowing desireamong
our studentsto have a choice in how they earn
their degree,” said Dr. Linda Shonesy, Dean of
the College of Business. “We have provided
an additional option for students that offers
the same quality instruction as they receivein
thetraditional classroom.”

Students can submit their admissions appli-
cation and registration for classes online.
Courseinformation isdelivered to studentsvia
email and online discussion groups. Students
can access classinformation anywhere thereis

President Jerry Bartlett poseswith College of BusinessDean Linda  adequate computer capabilities whether that be
Shonesy and Businessfaculty member sfollowing theannouncement of the  at home, the office or even alocal library.
college's online degree programs. L-R: President Bartlett, Dr. Brenda Athens State University is accredited by the
Har per, Dr. Bryan Kennedy, Dean Shonesy, Dr. Denver Betts, Dr. Bill Wilkes,  Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Dr. Bob Gulbroand Dr. Paul Dreyfus. to offer the baccalaureate degree. The College

of Business also is nationally accredited by the
Association of Collegiate Business Schoolsand Programs. In addition to the College of Business, Athens State currently offers
a significant number of Internet courses in several disciplines. More than one half of the University’s 2,650 students are
currently taking some form of distance education whether it be through an internet course, telecommunications course or a
blended course where students receive course information through the internet but also meet on campus or at one of the
university centers, periodically with a professor.

University officials believe the online format is extremely attractive to adult learners who may be working or have family

responsibilities. Additionally, Athens State offers the lowest tuition of any university in the state of at $111 per credit hour.

“It isour experience that the first classesto fill are those that provide a distant learning component,” said President Jerry
Bartlett. “\We are opening doors for the adult learner in Alabama who might otherwise have to quit ajob or uproot a family to

completetheir bachelor’'sdegree.”
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Athens Sategrad overcomes adversity

Editor’s note: Jennifer Peer graduated in August 2005. She is continuing her recovery.

If there had been away, Jennifer Peer would have walked across the stage during Athens State University’s graduation
ceremonies last summer.

Peer compl eted her degree requirementsin time for the summer commencement. A liberal
studies major she put an emphasis on art and psychology. Her degree will open new doors that will
allow her to focus on a career goal that will take her to graduate school to be aclinical psycholo-
gist and writer. Yet, sheisn't getting the opportunity to enjoy her moment of accomplishment.
Peer isat home following major reconstructive surgery to her back. The recovery will take time but
there’sno despair in her voice. She'sfaced it all before.

More than five years ago, Peer, 32, decided to ease her way back into school. The single
parent of an adopted special-needs child, she had been out of the classroom for several years. She
attended Calhoun Community College and eventually transferred to Athens State in 2001.

“1 wasvery motivated,” said Peer.

Asachildin 1973, Peer battled cancer, arare stage |11 Neuroblastoma. She went through
radical treatments including experimental radiation to retard the disease process. In the short term,
the radiation proved successful. Sadly, the long-term effects didn’t manifest until later inlife.

In 2002, the situation became desperate. The radiation that saved her life was now destroying it. Her vertebrae was so

damaged that major surgery was needed. Metal rods were surgically implanted into her spine to provide support to stand and
walk.

“1 truly had to learn to walk again,” said Peer.

She was back at Athens State within four weeks to compl ete the semester.

“1 made straight A's that semester,” she said. “I’ve been an honor student through al of this. I couldn’t have been successful
without the unyielding support of my family, my community and my school.”

The road has been painful at times. Completing school and dealing with her physical setbacks hasn’t prevented her from
moving forward with her education. She still tutors English part-time to Calhoun students.

“There were alot of daysthat | didn’t feel well but my professors at Athens State worked with me,” said Peer. “ They were
understanding of what | was going through. My education has allowed me to make it through my physical problems, it’s a brilliant
distraction getting to explore my mind rather than my physical body.”

Athens State University art professor Pamela Keller said Peer hasn't let her hardship deter her from her goals.

“Jenisagreat gal,” said Keller. “ She cares for a disabled daughter, keeps her grades up and deal s with these health issues —
alwayswith courage.”

Thisfall, Peer was at the University of Alabamain Birmingham for surgery again. Because her spine has continued to
deteriorate, surgeons were fusing more metal to her spine and pelvisto strengthen her back. Like before, her recovery is expected
to take sometime. But she seesasilver lining.

Adversity isagreat source of strength and empowerment,” said Peer. “We all go through thingsin life. You have achoice on
your perspective. Stay steadfast on a course of positive thinking. I’ ve had a great lifel”

Athens Satereceves
renovation fundsfor
M cCandless Hall

Sen. Tom Butler and Rep. Tommy Carter recently

presented President Jerry Bartlett with acheck for more

than $243,000in statefunds. Approximately $100,000

will beused towar d therenovation of M cCandlessHall.

Remaining fundswill beused to assist in the equipping

of classesto support onlineand distant lear ning cour ses
# offered by the University.




OPENING THE BOOKSON RELIGION

Teachers at Athens State hope study spreads tolerance ....

by Kay Campbell

What are Biblesdoing in a for-credit
class run by professors at Athens State
University?

The Bible — and the Quran, for that
matter — are among textbooks used in
some of the religion classes offered at
Athens State. The surprise some people
express that religion classes are offered

L-r: Dr.Tony Moyers, Department Chair, and Dr.
Robby White, Director of the Center for Religious
Sudiesand Ethicsdiscusstheroleof religionin the
public classroom.

at astate school illustrates the confusion
many people, even some teachers, have
over the role of religion and religious
books in the public classroom.

Dr. Robby White, director of the
Center for Religious Studies and Ethics
at Athens State and also a Baptist
preacher, says its easy to separate his
rolein the classroom from hisrolein the
pulpit.

“Asapastor, I’'m saying, ‘thisisour
story,”” White said last week as he and
Professor Tony Moyers discussed Ath-

ens State’'s program. “As ateacher, I'm
saying, ‘Thisisthe story.” I'm trying to
promote understanding and goodwill
among religions- not indoctrination, but
education.”

“If we offer just one perspective,
Baptist, Episcopal or even strictly Chris-
tian, it would violate church and state
separation,” White said.

“We have students
from various denomina-
tions,” Moyers said. “We
don’ttell themwhichoneis
correct or what they should
believe.”

Therewasatimewhen
ASU professors could, and
sometimesdid, tell students
what to believe. But that
was when the school was a
Methodist institution. Ala-
bama accepted the College
—the state’soldest, founded
in 1822 —into the state sys-
temin 1975.

The University of Ala-
bama in Tuscaloosa is the
only other state college to
offer a major in religious
studies. Athens State now
has 2,650 students, 21 of
whom are religious studies
majors. Traditionally the
major drew only students
planning to become minis-
ters. But themajor provides
a solid liberal arts back-
ground for those going into
business, law, and other
professions, too. As at
other universities offering religion
classes, Moyers has seen an increase in
interest from general studies students
sincethe Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

Some get more than they bargained
for.

“They comein, thinkingit will bean
easy subject,” Moyers said. “They’'re
looking for something like what they got
in their Sunday school classes. They
think, ‘ How hard can religion be?*

But the study of religion is perhaps
even more complex than the study of wars

as a way to get at the history of world
cultures and events, so the classes offer
challenging concepts. The classes can
also be challenging personally when
people find out that the monolithic per-
ception they may have had of their own
faithisnot historically accurate. Thefirst
Christians, for instance, had some ideas
about some things that seem odd today.

“The history of early Christian
thought can challenge people’'s conven-
tional understanding,” Whitesaid. “But
hopefully education is about learning
new ideas, being stretched, then reach-
ing one's own conclusion.”

White remembers his own student
daysasareligion mgjor at Athens State.

“1 saw theworld asone-dimensional,
then | came here and saw all the ideas—
and | struggled,” White said.

Heremembershow Professor Daniel
Jones, sinceretired, would force students
to think about the platitudes they
mouthed.

“He'd pin you to the wall,” White
said. “He'd ask, ‘“Why do you believe
that? And I’d say ‘Really? Someone
actually believes something different?
We thought everyone in the world be-
lieved this.”

“Itenlarged theworld | livein.”

Both White and Moyers, who con-
sidered the ministry before earning ade-
greein philosophy, see their work in the
religion classes as amission, but differ-
ent from their mission as Christians.

“What's brought moreviolenceinto
theworld: openness, understanding and
tolerance or fundamentalism and fanati-
cism?’ Moyerssaid. “Tolerancedoesn’t
necessarily mean that we all agree.”

“Andit doesn’t mean wedon’'t have
our own convictions,” White said.

“But we' reliving through dayswhen
we' rereaping awhirlwind of fanaticism,”
hesaid. If teaching religious studiescan
help alittle way to create a space for a
little more openness, respect and toler-
ance, I’'m willing to dedicate myself to
that.”

Reprinted from The Huntsville Times
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Athens Sate Univer sty Foundation Honor Roll of Donors

Thefollowingindividuals, companiesand foundationscontributed totheAthens Sate Univer sity Foundation during the past
year. Thecontributionsrecor ded arefrom December 2004 through December 2005. The Foundation expressesitsappr eciation
toall who havesupported the University’ sactivitiesand scholar ship programs. Please contact the Foundation officeif thereis
an inaccuracy or omission of your name. The Foundation officemay bereached at 256-233-8215.
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Dr. Randy Cross, professor of English at Calhoun
Community College, was the keynote speaker at the
Athens State University Friends of the Library fall
benefit. Cross is a well-known Southern author. His
talk focused on a variety of humorous personal
experiences.

AthensSatetohonor Rep. Carter

TheAthens State University Foundation will honor State
Rep. Tommy Carter on Thursday, May 4 with areceptionin
the Sandridge Student Center.

Rep. Carter has announced that thiswill be hisfinal term
serving in the Alabama House of Representatives. Serving
ninetermsfor atotal of 36 years, heisthe senior member of
the House.

Rep. Carter has been along time supporter of the state’'s
education system and particularly Athens State University.
HisroleinAthens State’s history islegendary. In 1975, when
the private Athens College was preparing to close, Rep. Carter
played the pivotal role in keeping the institution open by
encouraging the state legislature to support its operations.

His efforts began a success story that has seen the insti-
tution grow from 700 to more than 2,600 students today.

To honor Rep. Carter, the Foundation will establish The
Rep. Tommy Carter Endowed Scholarship. Thegoal istoraise
$15,000+ to endow the scholarship. Contributorswill berec-
ognized as part of the event.

Contributions may be sent to the Rep. Tommy Carter En-
dowed Scholarship, Athens State University, 300 N. Beaty
S, Athens, AL 35611

Ashley Ward of Decatur, was crowned the 2005
Ms. Merry Christmas for Athens State University.
Ashley is a junior majoring in Business Management.

First runner-up was Ashley Carr of Holly Pond.

Second runner-up was Alisha Allred Crossley of
Athens.

From left to right are Crossley, Ward, and Carr.

College of Education
earnstop ranking

The College of Education received atop ranking for its
teacher preparation programs in a statewide report card is-
sued by the Alabama Department of Education.

TheAlabamaTeacher Preparation Program Performance
Profile used aseries of quality indicatorsto determine whether
teacher education programs were meeting standards devel-
oped under the Alabama Professional Education Personnel
Evaluation (PEPE). Teacher education programsat every state
university were evaluated. Athens State University programs
wereall rated“A”.

“The “A” results are due to changes in requirements
and additionsin the number of weeks of clinical experiences
in P-12 classrooms and the use of LiveText software asatool
for better PEPE preparation of our teacher candidates,” said
Dr. DebraBaird, Dean of the College of Education. “Most of
all, the faculty of the College of Education appreciates the
support and effort of the P-12 schools as partners in our
clinical experiences. We could not train teachers without the
classroom teachers who help us and we certainly could not
have earned this excellent grade without them.”

Teacher education programswere rated on several indi-
cators. Among the most important measures studied were
performance reviews of new graduates, the local school
system’s satisfaction with the teacher and the graduate’s
satisfaction with the university’steacher education program.
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Alumni Association seeks
awar d nominations

The Athens State University Alumni Association is seeking nomina-
tionsfor its 2006 Alumni Awards. The awardswill be presented on Saturday, April
8, 2006. Nominations must be completed by February 20, 2006.

There are nine awards. They include:

1. Distinguished Alumnus of the Year

2.Alumni Loyalty Award

3. Three Outstanding Alumni Achievement (awards givenin Artsand
Sciences; Business, Education)

4. Commitment to Teaching Award (Givento Athens State University
faculty member)

5. Dedicated Support Staff Award

6. Alumni Spirit Award

7. Alumni Appreciation Award

Nominations must be received in the Office of Alumni Affairs by Febru-
ary 20, 2006. You may e-mail your nominationsto tena.bullington@athens.edu,,
fax themto (256) 233-8128 or mail to Office of Alumni Affairs, Athens State Univer-
sity, 300 N. Beaty St., Athens, AL 35611. Additional information ontheawardsis
available at the university’s website: www.athens.edu/alumni or by calling the
Office of Alumni Affairsat 256-233-8243 for further information. Thenominee's
address must accompany nomination. Additional biographical information is
required.

Josh Dendy, thefir st recipient of the Dr. Jenita Smith Endowed Scholar-
ship, speaksat thededication ceremony for the* Alumni Fountain.” TheAthens
SateUniversity Alumni Association raised thefundsto createthefountain lo-
cated between WatersHall and Sandridge Student Center. At right isAlumni
Association President Mike English.

Alumni News

Scott McKinnon (03) recently re-
leased his first children’s book, “Day
Dremz.” He teaches math at Oak Park
Middle School.

Chris Champion (95) recently re-
ceived the North American Wildlife En-
forcement OfficersAssociation Life Sav-
ing Award. Heis a Morgan County Con-
servation Enforcement Officer.

AliceYarbrough (93) was selected as
ALFA’'sTeacher of the Month for Novem-
ber 2005. Shereceived $1,000 fromALFA
Insurance and her school, Dean Road El-
ementary in Auburn, received amatching
award from the Alabama Farmers Federa-
tion.

Wewant toincludeyou! Pleaseemail your
promotions, awards and news to
Rick.Mould@athens.edu.

Get your ASU
License Plate!
“Help Promote Athens State!”

Reguest the Athens State plate
fromyour locd license commissioner
whenyourenew your licenseplatesthis
year. For an additional $50 ($48 goes
to Athens State) you will be support-
ing student scholarships at Athens
State.

Theprefix onthenew licenseplate
iIs“AMA” by state mandate. If you
would prefer onewiththe“AS’ pre-
fix contact Betty Marks at 256 233-
8242. Thereisavery limited number
of theseavallable.




Athens Sate University grad a Disney Teacher Award Nominee

Dr. Suzy Bass, Class of 1960, isaDisney Teacher Award Nominee. She currently teaches mathematics at Paulding County
High School in Dallas, Georgia.

Sheis being recognized for her creativity and success in the classroom and has submitted an
application to be considered for the 2006 Disney Teacher of the Year Award.

“1 am exuberantly overwhelmed and humbled to receive such an honor asto be a Disney
Nominee. | lovemy “kids’ and | lovemy school. Teaching “kids’ isaprivilegeand | can’'t imagine
what else | am supposed to be doing with my life. | feel an enormous responsibility to meet my
students where they are and help them to pinpoint their passion. Education is not just filling the
brain with facts, it'slighting afire for learning,” Bass said upon receiving the nomination.

She said her kids keep her on her toes and inspire her to be the best, as does the following
quote by William Arthur Ward, “ The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The
superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires.”

“Dr. Bass may be the finest teacher/inspiration | have ever been associated with in 32 years of
education. Not only is she extremely knowledgeable of content, but her personal drive and real
relationships with students, faculty, staff and parents provide inspiration for all to model. Her
commitment to educating our young peopleisunmatched. Paulding County High School is
fortunate to have her serve our students,” said Mr. Jim Gottwald, Principal.

Therewill be aselection committee of expertsfrom around the country who will review and select the 2006 Disney Teacher
Award Honorees. The Honoreeswill be announced in late spring and celebrated at ared-carpet Awards Galain July where four will
be selected as Outstanding Teachers and one will be named the 2006 Disney Teacher of the Year. 1n addition, the Honorees each
receive $10,000, a$5,000 grant for their schools and asix-day professional development institute with their principals at the Walt
Disney World Resort. At the institute, teachers share ideas to refine their innovative teaching approaches and learn how to
engage other teachers to build an effective collaborative teaching culture at their schools.

Congratulationsto Dr. Suzanne Bass.

ALUMNI GOLF
TOURNAMENT

JUNE 8, 2006

CANEBRAKECLUB
LUNCH AT NOON
1:00TEETIME

Dr. Ron Fritze receives
prestigious honor

Each year, the History Section
of the Reference and User Services
Association of the American
Library Association honors
outstanding book-length English-

i language bibliographies in the
The Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers Steering Committee recently named four field of history.

endowed scholarships. The scholarshipswill be named: The Sam McCracken Memorial This year, a winner was
Scholarship; The Mary Simpson Endowed Scholarship, The George Rose Endowed Schol - Reference Sourcesin History: An
arship; and The Dave Fitzsimmons Endowed Scholarship. The committee selected the Introductory Guide, principally
honorees for their contributions to the convention. McCracken was one of the founders authored by Dr. Ron Fritze, Dean
of the convention. Rose, alongtime radio personality, has promoted the convention for of the College of Arts and
many years. Fitzsimmons and Simpson have played key rolesin the convention’s opera- Sciences at Athens State

tions. From left are: Dave Fitzsimmons, Mary Simpson, Joann Sandlin and Ed M cCracken. University.




ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Join the Alumni Association for 2006. Your member ship isimportant to usand wevalueyour support. Thisyear theAlumni
Association ispleased to offer thefollowing benefitsto activemembers.
e  Student ticket/or discounted pricesto Athens State Univer sity-sponsored artsand cultural events
e Book checkout privilegesat theAthensState University Library.
e Employment and career advancement assistancethr ough the University’ sOffice of Career Services.
e Discounted rental car feesthrough Enterprise Rent-A-Car. Thediscount isavailablethrough any Enterpriselocation
nationwide.
Discounted admissionsticketstothe U.S. Spaceand Rocket Center Museum in Huntsville. Home of Space Camp and
Aviation Challenge.
Alumni News—Newsletter featuring Alumni Association eventsand activities.
Reduced monthly member ship feeto Athens-L imestone Wellness Center
Ten percent discount on regular-priced Athens Sate Univer sity mer chandise (excluding books) from the Off-Campus
Bookstore.
Quizno’s(Athensonly) - Discounted sub sandwich
Sci-Quest I nteractive M useum - Free child admission with pur chase of adult, and/or 10% discount on annual pass.

ATHENS STATE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name: Class
Spouse: Class
Mailing Address: Home Phone ( )
City State Zip Email:
Please Check one of the following:
O Individual ($25.00) O Lifetime-Individual ($250.00) m] 5 Payments of $50.00 each for 5 years
O Joint Hushand/Wife ($40.00) O  Lifetime-Joint-Husband/Wife ($500.00) (m] 5 Payments of $100.00 each for 5 years
| enclose: -
[0 Check [ Money Order [] Cash [] Visa[] Master Card I:l I:l I:l I:l Alflcﬁnlt:’l\ul?lba(éll ETIE I:l I:l I:l I:l
Signature for Credit Card Expiration Date /
= Standard
ATHENS STATE
% Permit No. 122
Athens, AL
UNIVERSITY 35612
300 NOI’th Beaty Street Non-Profit Organization
Athens, AL 35611

“ Athens State University does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or
disability in employment or the provision of services.”




