BEGINNING FIDDLER CONTEST RULES
{Ages 10 & Under)

44ith ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October 1 & 2, 2010

This is a summary of {he rules and regulations that apply to the BEGINNING FIDDLER (Age 10 & under) category only. This summary does not add to or take
from the contest rules and regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. H simply consolidates the rules and regutations applicable to this one
category, for the convenience of the contestants and judges alike.

A, GENERAL REGULATIONS:
..... 1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.

The judge’s decisions will be final,
The judges will not be permitted fo enter or play in any contest category.

ik No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category,
..... 5. No contestant will be permitied to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. ARer registering and before the event starts, all
contestants will draw for position at the staging arca behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!
B, Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area, Late arrivals or no-shows will be
eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).
..... 7. in the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is allowed.
.8 Contestants must have instruments luned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points,
2 Judges will NOT be attowed o advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played,
B, CATEGORY RULES:
Wb This category is for fiddlers tert (10) years of age and under, A fiddler ten (10) years and under may enter the Junior Fiddler category <sinteen {16} through

fifty-nine (59) years>, but not both.. Any Beginner Fiddler who has won first (1st) place three (3) times will be required to enter the Junior Fiddler category
after the third (3rd) win regardless of age. Once a Beginner Fiddicr has entered the Junior Fiddler category, he/she may not re-enter the Beginning Fiddler
category in subsequent years. Please keep in mind that the purpose of this category is to pronote BEGINNING fiddlers.

..... 2. Contestant will play one tune, a tane of his/her choice. First through fifth place winners will be selected.
The contestant may have a maximum of 2 accompanists, to include any combination of a guitar, a banjo, or a bass fiddle.
No tuning other than standard tuning is atfowed in any category other than Classic Old Time Fiddfe.

C. JUDGING CRITERIA;
..... 1. Rhythm and Fiming-------------------—{20 points)
....... The thythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in the tempo of the performance will result in a loss of
points.
2 Danceabifity--------------x-----—---(20 points)

The judges witl Hsten for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity shoutd not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody
line of the fune which wilt result in a loss of points.

3 Authentic Performance Style------— {20 points)
....... Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.
ok Expression {20 points)

The judges will listen for the "fecting” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling perfonnances will result in fost points as
will excessive "showmanship®.

..... 5. Execution (20 points)
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

I GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS;
..... I Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the “Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently.
..... 2. Each judging category has 2 potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the

number of tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scores will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals.

w3 All contestants/performers are wrged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforis of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are
there to help the contestant/performers be clearty heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear, An instrument too
close or too far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked"
propetly prior to starting your performance.




BEGINNING FIDDLER CONTESY RULES
(Ages 11-15)
44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
QOctober | & 2, 2010

This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the BEGINNING FIDDLER (Ages 11-15) category onty. This summary does not add (o or lake from the
contest rufes and regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category,

for the convenicnce of the contestants and judges alike.

A,

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

The contest rules and regutations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.

The judge’s decisions will be final,

The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.

No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category,

No contestant wilt be permitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event starts, aft
contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!

Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is cafted from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be
eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant{s).

In the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is allowed,

Contestants must have instruments luned and ready lo play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.

Judges witl NOT be alfowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

CATEGORY RULES:

This category is for fiddlers ages eleven through fifteen (11-15) years. A fiddler fifleen {15) years and under may enter the Junior Fiddler category <sixteen
(16} through fifty-ninc (59} years>, but not both, Any Beginner Fiddler who has won first (1st) place three (3) times will be required to enter the Junior
Fiddler category afler the third (3rd) win regardless of nge. Once a Beginner Fiddler has entered the Junior Fiddler category, hefshe may not re-enter the
Beginning Fiddler category in subsequent years. Please keep in mind that the purpose of this category is to promote BEGINNING fiddlers.

Contestant wili play one tune, a tune of his/her cholce, in the eliminations. Two tunes, time permitting, a breakdown and a waliz will be played during
the finals. Contest officials will make the decision to determine if one or two tunes will be played. Five (5) finalists will be sclected from the eliminations.
First through fifth place winners will be selected during the finals,

The contestant may have a maximum of 2 accompanists, to include any combination of a guitar, a banjo, or a bass fiddle.

Tunes performed in the eliminations may not be repeated by the same confestant in the finals.

No tuning other than standard {uning is allowed in any category other than Classic Old Time Fiddle.

JUDGING CRITERIA:

Rhythm and Timing----------sr=rreeeus {20 points)

The rhythm and timing should be even and consistent, Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in the tempo of the performance will result in a loss of
points,

Banceability---—------es-cemme---—-(20 points)

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not he excessive so as to change or destroy (he basic mefody
line of the tune which will result in a loss of points,

Authentic Performance Style---------- {20 points)

Excessive and indiscriminate changes in & tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.
EXpression---———r--cemmcememeee {20 points)

The judges will listen for the "feeling" that the contestant puls into the performance, Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in fost points as
will excessive "showmanship".

Execution {20 points)

The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion, Each tune will be judged independently.

Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 108 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the
number of tunes permitied in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out {ALL points scores will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals,

All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both arc
there 10 help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exacily what they hear. An instrement too
close or too far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a foss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked"
properly prior {o starting your performance.




BLUEGRASS BAND CONTEST RULES

44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October 1 & 2, 2010

This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the BLUEGRASS BAND category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest rules and

regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. 1t simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the convenience

of the contestants and judges alike,
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ek

..... 2

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

- The contest rutes and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.
. The judge’s decisions will be final.

..... 3. The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.

....4. No electrical instruments or drums will be penmitted in any category.

.3, No contestant will be permitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event starts, alf

contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hatl. NO exceptions will be made!

.....6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is calied from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be

eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).

... 7. In the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time limit of 4 1/2 minutes per tune is altowed.

....&. Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Funing on stage may result in loss of points.
-9, Judges will NOT be allowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.
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CATEGORY RIILES:

. Bands will perform one tune in the eliminations and two tunes in the finals. The tunes may be either vocal or instrumental, however, it is recommended that a vocal be
incleded with instrument. This will demonstrate band versatility. Five (5) finalists will be selected from the eliminations, First through fifth place winners will be
selected during the finals.

Any confestant {entry) who has won first (Ist) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the

following year. They may perform, but will not be judged.

. Tunes performed in the eliminations may not be repeated by the same contestant (or confestants, in the case of the Bands) in the finals.

The band shall consist of at least three (3) members but not more than six (6). Minimum instruments shall be a fiddle, a banjo, and a guitar. Band members can
participate in ONE band only in this category. The use of Scruggs' type tuners on the banjo is not allowed during the performance. Please avoid the over played tunes
such as Foggy Mountain Breakdown, Joln Hardy, etc. All band members MUST demaonstrate an ability to play the instrument they are holding,

JUDGING CRITERIA:

. Rhiythm and Timing-------sss--a- {20 points):
The rliythm and timing should be even and consistent, Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of points.

. Creativity-—----------memmmrannen {20 points):

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive 5o as to change or distroy basic melody line of the tun
which wilt resuit in a loss of points.
Authentic Performance Style------ {20 points):
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable result in a loss of points.
EXpPressions-eesessmmsmeansmsnaas (20 points):
The judges will listen for the "feeling” that the conlestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as
will excessive "showmanship™.
EXCCU1i0Nnrrmrarsemrarssamaians {20 points):
The judges wilt listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instnnnent(s).

GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

. Non-raditional performances will not be scored under the *Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently.

Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the nomber of
tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals.

. All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are

there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike, The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument foo
close or too far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a toss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked" properly prior
to starting your performance.




BLUEGRASS BANJO CONTEST RULES

44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October [ & 2, 2010

This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the BLUEGRASS BANJO category only. This summiary docs not add to or take from the contest rules and
regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the convenience

of the contestants and judges alike.
A. GENERAL REGULATIONS:

... 1. The comntest rules and reguiations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention,
....2. The judges decisions will be final,
....3. The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.

....4. No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category.
-..5. No contestant will be permilted to register for any category after the registration for that eategory has closed. Afler registering and before the event starts, all

contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be madel

..0. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called {rom the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be
climinated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).

... 7. In the interest of fairness to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per fune is allowed,

...&, Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in toss of points.

...9. Judges will NOT he alfowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

B. CATEGORY RULES:

... [ Contestant will perform one tune. First through fifth place winners will be selected.
...2. Any contestani {entry) who has won first (1st) place for two (2) consecutive years wilt not be altowed to compete in the same category the

following year. They may perform, but will not be judged,
...3. Contestant may perform unaccompanied or with one or two accompanists. Should the accompanying instrument be the sane as the lead instriment, care must

be taken by the accompanist to make sure that his/her accompaniment does not over power the lead instrument. Points will be fost if this happens.
-...4. Bluegrass Banjo: Five (5) stringed only, The use of Scruggs’ type tuners is prohibited. Performers should avoid the standard "show" tunes such as Foggy

Mountain Breakdown, Eari's Breakdown, John Hardy, etc.

. JUDGING CRITERIA:

..k, Rhythm and Timing-------e-eseuen (20 points):

The rhythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of poinls.

2 Crealivity-------—-smeemearenn (20 points):

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody line

of the tune which will result in a loss of points.
...3. Awthentic Performance Style------(20 points):
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.
b, EXPression-rreerrmesmersiannas {20 points):
The judges will listen for the "feeling" that the confestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as

will excessive "showmanship”.

3. EXeCUtiof-sssssmarsensaneanisanas (20 poinis):
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrament(s).

. GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

~..1. Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently.

.....2. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the
number of tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored wilt be counted). Points scored in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals,

.3, All contestants/performers are urged to eonsider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are
there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or too far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instraments are "miked”

properly prior to starting your performance,




A,

BUCKDANCING CONTEST RULES

44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October 1 & 2,2010

‘This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply 1o the BUCKIDANCING category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest rules and
regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. 1t simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the

convenience of the contestants and judges alike.

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

.....1, The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.

.....2. The judges decisions will be final.

..... 3. The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category,

..., No gleetrical instruments or dnims will be permitted in any category.

--..5. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. ARer registering and before the cvent starts, at}

contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!

.....6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be

4
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eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the contiol of the contestant(s).

. In the interest of fairness to each contestant, a time limit of 45 seconds is allowed.
CATEGORY RULES:
. This event should consist of authentic old time dancing in trug flat-footing style. The arms should not be flounced, but should be held loosely at the sides of the
body. The feet should be kept parallel to the floor and as close to the floor as possible {kicks, Chatleston steps, crossovers, clogging steps, exaggerated
backward or side steps are prohibited). The contestant should keep the head and shoulders as level as possible. No taps will be atlowed. This is not a "no hold barred"
type of contest, but a contest that stresses the traditional "buck” or "flat-footing" style. Five (5) finalists will be selected from the eliminations. First through fifih place
winners will be selected during tie finals.
- Any contestant (entry) who has won first (1st) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the following year. They
may perform, but will not be judged.
JUDGING CRITERIA:
1. Rhythm and Timing------------—-~{2{ points):
The thythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or uncvenness in tempo of the performance will result in a Joss of points.
o2 Creativify------mmmmesmoeemannes {20 points).
The judges will watch for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as lo change or destroy the basic dance {see category
rules above) which will result in a foss of points.
. Authentic Performance Style------ (20 points):
Use of modern dance steps which change the traditional buckdance form or the addition of inappropriate steps will result in a loss of points.
dh, EXPTESSION--rnmnmmmmamrr e {20 points):
The judges will look for the "fecling” that the contestant puts into the performance. Unfeeling performances will result in fost points as will excessive
"showmanship”.
5. Execution-—--r-m-ormmmmmeennnes (20 points):
The judges will look for the overall manner in which the contestant presents the dance, to include the execution of the start and finish,
GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS;
. Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each dance will be judged independently.
. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per dance, Points scored in the eliminations will not be carried over into

the finals.
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CLASSIC OLD TIME FIDDLER

44th ANNUAL OLP TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October | &2, 2010

This is a summary of the rutes &nd regulations that apply to the CLASSIC OLD TIME FIDDLER category only, This summary does not add to or take from the coniest

meles and regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the
convenience of the contestants and judges alike.

GENERAL REGULATIONS:
1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.

.....2. The judges decisions witl be final,

...3. The judges will not be penmiited to enter or play in any contest category,
..... 4. No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category.

~...5. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. Afler registering and before the event staris, all

contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions wilt be made!

....6, Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be

eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestani(s).

-...7. In the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is allowed.
-...8, Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.
-9 Judges will NOQT be allowed to advise confestants in their selection of tune 10 be played.

3

CATEGORY RULES:

-1 This category is for fiddlers 16 and over. The purpose is to promote pure old time fiddling, and to eliminate the characteristics of the more modem, progressive

style that is commonly heard today. Winners in the finals of this category will not compete for the Tennessee Valley Fiddle King title. A fiddler in this
category may be asked 1o perform in the Junior/Senior category if, in the opinion of the judpes he/she consistently performs in the more modem, progressive style.

-2, Contestant will play two tunes, a breakdown and tune of their choice. Five (5) finalists will be sefected from the eliminations. First through fifth place winners

will be sefected during the finals.

...3. The contestant may have a maximuim of 2 accompanists, to include any combination of a guitar, a banjo, or a hass fiddle.
-4, Any contestant {entry) who has won first (1st) place for {wo (2) consecutive years will not be affowed to compete in the same category the following year. They

may perform, but will not be judged.

....5. Tunes performed in the eliminations may not be repeated by the same contestant in the finals.
.6, Cross tuning Is permitted in the Classic Old Time Fiddle category ONLY! It is not permitted in the other fiddle categories.

. JUDGING CRITERIA:
...]. Rhythm and Timing—-----rveveussn {20 points):
The thythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of points.
-2, Danceability---sommmnmmnermeo-(20 points):

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody line
of the tune which will result in a loss of points.

.....3. Authentic Performance Style-----(20 points);

Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in 2 loss of points.

4. EXpressions—-—-----cmceammneuns {20 points):

The judges will Iisten for the "feeling” that the contestant puts into the performance, Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as
will excessive "showmanship”,

.5, Execution - -renrmmemmenen {20 points):

—
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The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIQNS:
- Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion, Each tune will be judged independently,
. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the
nusmber of tunes permilted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the elintinations
wilt not be carried over into the finals.

- Al contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Botl are
there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument foo
cfose or oo far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the scund, resuiting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked”
properly prior to starting your performance.




DOBRO CONTEST RULES
44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October | & 2, 2010

This is 2 summary of the rules and regutations that apply to the DOBRO category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest rules and regulations
published and made available to all contestants and judges. 1t simply consolidates the rules and regufations applicable to this one category, for the convenience of the

contestants and judges alike,

A, GENERAL REGULATIONS

..... 1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.
.2, The judge’s decisions will be final.
..3. The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.
b No clectrical instruments or drums will be penmitted in any category.
5. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category afier the rogistration for that category has closed, After registering and before the event starts, all
contestants will draw for position at the staging arca behind Founders Hall. NO exception will be made!
.6, Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be
eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestani(s).
..... 7. In the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time lmit of 2 ¥ minutes per tune is allowed.
..... 8. Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.
-..9. Judges will NOT be allowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

B. CATEGORY RULES;

....L. Contestant will perform one tune. First through fifih place winners will be selected,
..... 2. Any contestant (entry) who has won first (1%} place for two (2} consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the following year, They
may perfonn, but will not be judged.
...3. Contestant may perform unaccompanied or with one or two accompanist. Should the accompanying instrument be the same as the lead instrument, care must
be taken by the accompanist to make sure that his/her accompaniment does not over power the lead instrument. Paints will be lost if this happens.
..... 4, Use of Capos are periitted.

C. JUDGING CRITERIA:
...}, Rhythm and Timing; (20 points)
The rhythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of
points.
.2, Creativity- (20 points)

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody
line of the tune. This will result in a loss of points.
..... 3. Authentic Performance Style-----------------—--(20 points)

Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.

...4. Expression (20 points)
The judges will listen for the “feeling” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in tost points as
will excessive “showmanship”.

...5. Execution (20 points)
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clasity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

D. GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

..... 1. Non-traditional performances witl not be scored under the “Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion, Each tune will be judged independently.

-.2. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the
nimber of tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out {ALL points scored will be counted). Points scores in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals.

..... 3. All contestamts/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphenes and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are
there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or too far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instrument is “miked”
preperly prior to starting your performance.




A,

B.

DULCIMER CONTEST RULES
44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October 1 &2, 2010
This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the DULCIMER category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest nules and regulations
published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the convenience of the
contestants and judges alike.

GENERAL REGULATIONS;

.1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.

.2. The judges decisions will be final.

.3. The judges will not be permitted to enfer or play in any contest category.

4. No elecirical instruments or drums will be permiited in any category.

.5. No contestant wilf be permitted fo register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event starts, all

contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be madel

.6. Contestant mnst be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is calted from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be

eliminated from the event. Alowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).

7. In the interest of faimess (o cach contestant, 8 time fimit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is aHowed,

8. Contestants must have instruments funed and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.
9. Judges will NOT be allowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

CATEGORY RULES:

1. Contestant will perform one tune. First through fifth place winners will be selected.

2. Any contestant (entry) who has won first {1st) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the
foliowing year. They may perform, but will not be judged.

3. Contestant may perform unaccompanied or with one or two accompanists. Should the accompanying instrument be the same as the lead instrument, care must
be taken by the accompanist to make sure that hisfher accompaniment does not over power the lead instrument. Peints will be lost if this happens.

....4. Dulcimer: Only strummed, picked or plucked Appalachian or mountain style dulcimers with 3 or 4 strings will be judged. Other types may enter but wil not

be judged. Metal or plastic types of finger or thumb picks, i.e., banjo or Dobro style, may not be used.  Traditional old time tuncs and traditional style playing
are encouraged. Modem tunes and progressive styles will result in a loss of points.

JUDGING CRITERIA:

1. Rhythm and Timing--------------« (20 poinls};
The thytho and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of points.

2. Creativity---------—-mame-—— {20 points);

W

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive 50 as to change or destroy the basic melody line
of the tune which will result in a loss of points.

. Authentic Performance Style------(20 poinis);
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.

.4, EXPIession---rr-rrraran—rrrazrean (20 points):

in

The judges will listen for the "feeling” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as
will excessive "showmanship”.

. Execution------rr-rmr-momaraes (20 points):.
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

...}. Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the *Authentic Performance Style” judging criferion. Each tune will be judged independently.
....2. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune, The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the number of

tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores wilt NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations will not be carried
over into the finals.

‘‘‘‘‘ 3. All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are

there to hielp the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or too far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked"”
properly prior 1o starting your performance.




GUITAR CONTEST RULES
“Finger-Picking”
44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDBLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October 1 & 2, 2010

This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the FINGER-PICKING GUITAR category only. This summary does not add fo or take from the
contest rules and regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the reles and regulations applicable to this cne
category, for the convenience of the contestants and judges alike.

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention,

...2. The judges decisions will be final,
...3. The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.
...4. No electricat instruments or drums will be permitted in any category.

5. No contestant will be permitted fo register for any category afier the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event stants, all
contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be madet

...6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is catled from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be

eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken sirings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).

...7. In the interest of fairmess to each contestant, a time limit of 2 ¥ minutes per tune is allowed.
...8. Contestants must have instroments tuned and ready to piay when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.
..9. Judges witl NOT be allowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

Al CATEGORY RULES:

...} Contestant will perform one tune. First through fifth place winners will be selected.
...2. Any contestant {entry) who has won first (I*) place for fwo {2) consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the

following year. They may perform, but will not be judged.

...3. Contestant may perform unaccompanied or with one or two accompanists. Should the accompanying instrument be the sanie as the lead instrument, care must be

taken by the accompanists to make sure that hissher accompaniment does not over power the lead instument. Points will be lost if this happens.

...4. Shall be six {6} siring acoustic guitar. “Dobro” type guitars not permitted.
...5. This category could be referred to as “Thumb/Finger Styte”, “Drop Thumb”, “Finger Picking”, or possibly other names, the method remains the same, (i.e. Merle

—_

"

in

Travis, Chet Atkins). Rhythm is played with the thumb and the melody of tune is played with fingers, thus, thumb/finger style.

B. JUDGING CRITERIA:

. Rhythm and Timing............... (20 points):
The rhythm and 1iming should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in loss of points.
. Creativity............... {20 points):
The judges will tisten for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody line of

™

{he tune which will result in a loss of points.
. Authentic Performance Style............... (20 points);
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.
4, Expression............... (20 points):
The judges will listen for the “fecting” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfecling performances will result in lost points as wilt
excessive “showmanship”.
. Execution............... (20 points):
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

C. GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

1. Non-traditional perfonmances will not be scored under the “Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently.

2. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the number
of tungs permitted in that category. Higlylow scores will NOT he thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations will not be
carried over into the finals.

...3. All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are there 1o

help the contestant/performers be clearky heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exacily what they hear. An instrument oo close or too far
away from a microphone could distort or drop out the scund, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instruments are “miked” properly prior to starling
your performance.




GUITAR CONTEST RULES
“Flat Picking”
44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October | &2, 2010

This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the FLAT PICKING GUITAR category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest rules and
regulations published and made avaifable to all contestants and judges. 1t simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable (o this one category, for the convenience
of the contestants and judges alike.

A, GENERAL REGUEATIONS:

-....1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention,
.....2. The judges decisions will be final,
... 3. The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.
..... 4. No electrical instruments or drumns will be permitted in any category,
...5. No coittestant will be permitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event starts, all
contestants witl draw for position at the staging arca behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!
....6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is catfed from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be
eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken sirings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestani(s).
7. Tn the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per fune is allowed.
....8. Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points,
.9, Judges will NOT be allowed te advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

B. CATEGORY RULES:

....1. Contestant will perform one tune. Firs{ through fifth place winners wilt be selected.
.2, Any contestant {entry) who has won first (1st) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the
foltowing year. They may perform, but wil not be judged.
-...3. Contestant may perform unaccompanied or with one or two accompanists. Should the accompanying instrument be the same as the lead instrument, care must
be taken by the accompanist to make sure that his/er accompaniment does not over power the lead instrument. Points will be lost if this happeans.
.....4. Shall be six (6) string acoustic guitar. "Dobro" type guitars not permitted,
...5. This category will consist of “flat picking” guitar style (i.e. Doc Watson) even though use of right hand style may vary slightly, the end result will be single notes to bring
together the tune selection.
. JUDGING CRITERIA:

....1. Rhythm and Timing----—-re-rerasn (20 points):.
The rhyttnn and timing should be even and consistent. Any jesking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of points,
2, Creativifyreescevmessssnecemman {20 poinis):
The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody line
of the tune witich will result in a loss of points.
..3. Authentic Performance Style------ {20 points):
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points,
<. EXPression--—----emremeeceoeens -{20 points):
The judges will listen for the "feeling" that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will sesult in lost points as
will excessive "showmanship”.
3. EXecution-—-ssmmemenreeneeeae {20 points):
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

D, GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

-..1. Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently,

....2. Each judging category has a potentiat of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each coniestant will be averaged by the
number of tunes permitied in that category. Highflow scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the climinations
will not be carried over into the finals.

-..3. All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are
there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audicnce alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or too far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked”
properly prior to starting your performance.




A.

HARMONICA CONTEST RULES
44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October | &2, 2010
This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the HARMONICA category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest rules and regulations
published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rales and regulations applicable to this one category, for the convenience of the
contestants and judges alike.

GENERAL REGULATIONS;

1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention,

.....2. The judges decisions will be final.

....3. The judges wilt not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.

....4. No electrical instruments or drams will be permitted in any category.

5. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category afier the registeation for that category has closed. Afler registering and before the event starls, all
contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!

..... 6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be

eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).

....7. It the interest of fairness to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is allowed.

-...8. Accompanists must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of poinis,
...9. Judges will NOT be allowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

3.

CATEGORY RULES:

...1. Contestant will perform one tune. First through fifth place winners will be selected.
....2. Any contestant (entry) who has won first (1st) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed 1o compete in the same category the

—

following year, They may perform, but will not be judged.

3. Contestant may perform unaccompanied or with one or two accompanists. Should the accompanying instrument be the same as the fead instrument, care must

be taken by the accompanist to make sure that his/her accompaniment does not over power the lead instrument. Poinis will be lost if this happens.

4. The use of chromatic or double reed hanmonicas will not be permitted, Only ten (10 hole), twenty (20) note harmionicas will be allowed. Only one (1)

harmonica may be used per tune. Old style tuses are preferred.

JUDGING CRITERIA:

. Rhiythm and Timing---—------mr-een {20 poinis):
The rhythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of poins.

2 Creativity--—--memmreo e (20 points):

Ll

The judges will listen for miner variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody line
of the tune which will result in a loss of points.

.3, Authentic Performance Style------ (20 points):

Excessive and indiscriminate changes in & tune, which makes the performance vnclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.

-, EXPIESSiOn-cmenasnssrarsamnncnnnn (20 points):

W

The judges will Tisten for the "fecling” that the contestant puts inlo the performance. Flal, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as
will excessive "showmanship".

. EXECULIOMH--merrmnrrenmanmrasarans (20 points):
‘The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

- Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style™ judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independemly.

...2. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the

number of tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals.

. All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforis of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are
there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audicnce alike. The judges will judge exacily what they hear. An instrament too
close or 1oo far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resuiling in a foss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked"”
properly prior to starting your performance.




JUNIOR FIDDLER CONTEST RULES

44™ ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October | & 2,2010

This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the JUNIOR FIDDLER category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest rules and
regulations published and made available to alf coniestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the convenience
of the contestants and judges alike.

A,

GENERAL REGULATIONS;

... 1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention,
....2. The judges decisions will be final.

-...3. The judges witl not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.

..... 4. No electrical instruments or ¢rums will be permitted in any category.
..... §. No contestant will be penmitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event starts, all

contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!

..... 6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals of no-shows will be
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climinated from the event, Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the controt of the contestani(s),

. Tn the interest of fairness to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is allowed,

Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.

. Judges will NOT be allowed to advise confestants in their setection of tune to be played.

CATEGORY RULES:

. Junior fiddlers are fiddlers age sixteen (16) through ffty-nine {59) years.
- Contestant will play two tunes, a waltz and cither a breakdown, or another traditionat fiddle piece such as a reel, a hompipe, a jig, or a schottische during the

climinations, {inals, and fiddle-off. Five (5) finalists will be selected from the eliminations. First through fifth place winners will be selected during the finals.
First ptace finalists will fiddle against the first place finalists of the SENTOR FIDDLER category in the FIDDLE-OFE.

- The contestant (entry) wito has won first (1st) place for two (2) consecutive years wilf not be alfowed to compete in the same category the following year. They may

perform but will not be judged.

. The contestant may have a maximum of 2 accompanists, to include any combination of a guitar, a banjo, or a bass fiddle.
. Tunes performed in the eliminations may not be repeated by the same contestant in the finals,

No tuning other than standard tuning is alfowed in any category other than Classic Otd Time Fiddle.

JUDGING CRITERIA;

. Rhythm and Timing--------------=- {20 poiats):

The thythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of points.
Creativity-rremressemeassasasnen (20 points):

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody line f the tune
which will result in a loss of points.

. Authentic Performance Style-----(20 points):

Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.

. Expressionsrsssamsmsssee——eae (20} points):

The judges will listen for the "feeling” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeting performances will resull in lost points as
will exeessive "showmanship®,

Exccution------s----sameemeeeen (20 points):

The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging eriterion. Each tune will be judged independently.

Each judging category has & potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the
number of tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals,

- All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are

there 1o help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or too far away from & microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in & loss of points, Please make sure your instruments are "miked”
properiy prior to starting your performance.




JUNIOR/SENIOR FIDDLE-OFF CONTEST RULES

44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
QOctober [ & 2, 2010

This is a summary of the rutes and regulations that apply to the JUNIOR/SENIOR FIDDLE-OFF category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest
rules and regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the

convenience of the contestants and judges alike.

A, GENERAL REGULATIONS;

...1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending o the situation and events at hand during the convention,
....2. The judges decisions will be final.
....3. The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.
....4. No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category.
...5. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category afier the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event starts, all
contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!
...6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be
eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).
..... 7. 1nn the inferest of faimess 10 each contestant, a time limit of 2 172 minwtes per tune is allowed.
...8. Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready 1o play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points,
..9. Judges will NOT be allowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played,

B, CATEGORY RULES:

..... 1. JUNIOR/SENIOR FIDDLER category rules apply.
-.-2. Contestant will play a waltz and either a breakdown, or another traditional fiddle piece such as a reel, a hornpipe, a jig, or a schotiische.
~...3. The contestant may have a maximum of 2 accompanists, fo include any combination of a guitar, a banjo, or a bass {iddle.
-...4. Any contestant (entry) who has won first (1st) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the
following year. They may perform, but will not be judged.
-3, Tunes performed in the eliminations or finals may not be repeated by the sanie contestant in the FIDDLE-QFF.
...6. No tuning other than standard tuning is atlowed in any category other than Classic Old Time Fiddle.

¢, JUDGING CRITERIA:

...1. Rhythm and Timing------+=-------- (20 points):
The rhythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will resuit in a loss of points,
w2 Creativity--mm-emmemmommeseraens (20 points):
The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations, However, the creativity should not be excessive so as 1o change or destroy the basic melody line
of the tune which will result in a toss of points.
....3. Authentic Performance Style------ {20 points):
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in 4 tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points,
... BXPression--------=s--eneamemmn {20 points):
The judges will listen for the "fecling” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as
wilt excessive "showmanship"”.

wn

. Execution-eeeemesssmsmmemeeeee {20 points):
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

. GENERAL JURDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

. Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently.

..... 2. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the
number of tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored wilt be counted). Points scored in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals,

...3. All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforis of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are
there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and andience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or too far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked"
properly prior to starting your performance.




MANDOLIN CONTEST RULES

44" ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October 1 & 2, 2010

This is a summary of {he rules and regulations that apply to the MANDOLIN category only. This summary does not add to or take from the comntest rules and regulstions
publisied and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regutations applicable to this one category, for the convenience of the

corlestants and judges afike.

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

...1. The contest rutes and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention,

....2. The judges decisions will be final.

...3. The judges will not be permitied to enter or play in any contest category.

....4. No electrical instruments or drums will be permilted in any category.

-..3. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event starts, all
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contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!
Contestant must be present and in proper deawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be
eliminated from the event. Alowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the contro! of the contestant(s).

~1

. In the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is alfowed,

Contestants must have instruntents tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.
- Judges will NOT be aliowed to advise comtestants in their selection of tune to be played,

CATEGORY RULES;

. Contestant will perform one tune. First through fifth place winners will be selected.

b2

- Any contestant (entry) who has won first (1st) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be atlowed {o compete in the same category the following year. They may
perform, but will not be judged.

- Contestant may perform unaccompanied or with one or two accompanists. Should the accompanying instrument be the same as the lead instrument, care must

be taken by the accompanist to make sure that his/her accompaniment does not over power the fead instrument. Points will be lost if this happens.

Oniy eight (8) stringed standard fingerboard is allowed.

No cross tuning of instnunent permitted during performance of tune.

JUDGING CRITERIA;

1. Rhythm and Timing---------------- {20 points)
The ehythim and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of points.

. Creativity----—----=w=resrarsnnen {20 points):
The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive so as (o change or destroy the basic melody line of the
tunie which will result in a loss of points,

...3. Authentic Performance Style-«ee s (20 points)

Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.

.4, Expressions------m-mmememueee (20 points);

i

—

The judges will listen for the “feeling” that the contestant puls into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as
will excessive "showmanship”,

. Executioneceasmmcsmrsmm e e (20 points);
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s),

GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

. Non-traditional performances wifl not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style" judging criterion. Fach tuste will be judged independently.

.2, Each judging category has a potentiat of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the

W

number of times permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations
witl not be carried over into the finals.

- All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are
there (o help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or oo far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked”
properly prior to starting your performance.




OLD TIME BANJO CONTEST RULES

44" ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDRLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October 1 & 2, 2010

This is a summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the OLE TIME BANIO category only. This summary docs not add to or take from the contest rules and regulations
published and made available to all contestants and judges. 1t simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the convenience of the contestants

and judges atike.

A. GENERAL REGULATIONS;

..... 1. The contest rutes and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention,
..... 2. The judges decisions will be final.

..... 3. The judges will not be permitied to enter or play in any contest category.

. No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category.

o

. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category afier the registration for that category has closed. After reistering and before the event starts, alf contestants
will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be madel
..... 6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be eliminated
from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).
..... 7. In the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time lmit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is allowed.
-...8. Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to plan when called to stage. Tuning o# slage may result in loss of points,
....9. Judges will NOT be ellowed to advise contestants in tieir selection of fune to be played.

B, CATEGORY RULES:

.«..1. Comtestant will perform one tune. First through fifth place winners will be selected.

..... 2. Any contestant (entry) who has won first (Ist place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed fo compete in the same category the following year. They may
perform, but will not be judged.

3. Contestant may perform vnaccompanicd or with one or two accompanists. Should the accompanying instrument be the same as the kead instrument, care must be taken
by the accompanist to make sure that his/her accompaniment does not over power the lead instrument. Points will be lost if this happens.

.....4. Five (5) stringed only. Scruggs' type tuners not allowed to be used in performance of contest tune. Fretless fingerboard is permitted

. JUDGING CRITERIA:

.....1. Rhythm and Timing—--------re—-- {20 points);
The rhythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a loss of points.
..... 2. CIEatiVitynreresem reassnmsene (20 points):

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive 50 as to change or destroy the basic melody line of the
tune which will result in a loss of points,
... 3. Authentic Performance Style--- (20 points):
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the perfonmance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a foss of points.
..... 4. EXpression-—-—--—--—---—--- (2{} poinis);
The judges will listen for the "feeling” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanicat and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as will excessive
"showmanship",
..... 5. Executiofi-----—---—r--mmmm-mn-- (30 poinis};
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).

D, GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

..... k. Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently.

2, Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for cach contestant will be averaged by the number of
funes permitted in that category. Highflow scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations will not be carried
over into the finals,

..... 3 Al contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are there to
help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too close or too far
away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points, Please make sure your instraments are "miked” properly prior to starting
your perfonnance.




OLD TIME SINGING CONTEST RULES

44th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
October I &2, 2010

This is & summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the OLD TIME SINGING category only. This summary does not add to or take from the contest rules and
regulaiions published and made available to alt contestants and judges. 1t simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the convenience
of the contestants and judges alike.

s

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

-..1. The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.
..... 2. The judges decisions will be final,
-3, The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.
... No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category.
-..3. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. After registering and before the event starts, afl
contestants wilt draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions witl be madet
-..0. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be
eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the confestani(s).
...7. In the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time limit of 4 1/2 minutes per tune is allowed.
-8, Contestants must have instruments funed and ready to play when called 1o stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.
-..9. Judges will NOT be allowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

B, CATEGORY RULES:

~..1. Contestant will perform one song. First through fifth place winners will be selected.

-2, Any contestant (entry) who has won first (1st) place for fwo (2) consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the following
year, They may perform, but will not be judged.

3. Old time singing is lirnited to a maximum of twa (2) performers. One performer must sing. However, each performer may sing and play an instrument,

. JUDGING CRITERIA:

.1, Rhythm and Timingn---eeessesues {20 poinis):
The rhythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will resull in & loss of points.
.2, Creativify--svsssssmsmsmeeeeee- (20 poinis);
The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the creativity should not be excessive 50 as to change or destroy the basic melody line
of the song which will result in a loss of points,
..3. Authentic Performance Style------ (20 points):
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.
. EXPFESSION--memm e eaen {20 points):
The judges will listen for the "feeling" that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in lost points as
wilf excessive "showmanship”.
.5, EXecutiop-----m-aveemnomemeanee {20 points):
The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance togetier with the general command of the voice.

D.  GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

-.t. Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently,

--2. Each judging category has a potentiat of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the
nwmber of tunes permitted in that category, High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations will not be
carried over into the finals.

..... 3. All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are

there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or too far away from a microphonie coutd distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a foss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked”
properly prior lo starling your performance.




OLD TBME STRING BAND CONTEST RULES
44" ANNUAL OLD TIME FIODLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama
Octeber 1 & 2, 2010

This is & summary of the rules and regulations that apply to the OLD TIME STRING BAND categoty only. This summary does ot add to or take from the contest rules and
regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regulations applicable to this one category, for the convenience of

the contestants and judges atike,

A, GENERAL REGULATIONS:

N

The contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.

The judges decisions will be final.

The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.

No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category.

No contestant will be permitted to register for any category after the registration for that category has closed. Afier registering and before the event starts, all
contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!

Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called fom the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows wilt be
climinated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken sirings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).

In the interest of faimess to each contestant, a time limit of 4 1/2 minutes per tune is altowed.

Contestants must have instnunents tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in toss of points.

Judges wilt NOT. be affowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played,

B. CATEGORY RULES:

Bands will perform one tune in the climinations and two tunes in the finals. The tunes may be either vocal or instrumental, However, it is recommended that a
vocal be included with instruments. This demonstrates band’s versatility, Five (3) finalists will be selected from the eliminations. First through fifth place winners
will be sclected during the finals.

Any contestant (enfry) who has won first (1st) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed to compete in the same category the folfowing year. They may
perform, but will not be judged.

Tunes performed in the eliminations may not be repeated by the same contestant (or contestants, in the case of the Bands} in the finals.

The band shall consist of at least three (3) members but not more than six (6). Minimum instruments shall be a fiddle, a banjo, and & guitar. Band members can
participate in ONE band only in this category. Bluegrass style banjo not allowed. Lead instrument not limited 1o the fiddle. All band members MUST
demonstrate an abilify to play the instrument they are holding.

C. JUDGING CRITERIA:

Rhythm and Timing---—---——---- (20 points);
The thythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a foss of points.
Creativity------=--n-mmxmmmemma- (2{} points):

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations, However, the creativity should not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody line of
the tune which wilk result in a loss of points.

Authentic Performance Style-—-— (20 points):

Excessive and indiseriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unirecognizable, will result in a foss of points.
EXPression---——rm=rrerannmensen (20 points):

The judges will listen for the “feeling” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flai, mechanical and unfeeling performances will result in Jost points as will
excessive "showmanship”.

EXECUutiOn--—-—----nmnrermeenner (20 poinds):

The judges will listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s),

GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

Non-traditional performances wil not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each ture will be judged independently.

Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 104 points per tune. The final score for cach contestant will be averaged by the number of
tunes permitted in that category. High/low scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counted). Points scored in the eliminations will not be carried
over into the finals.

Alf contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are there to
help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The judges will judge exaclly what they hear. An instrument too close or too far
away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a toss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked” properly prior {o starting
your performance.




SENIOR FIDDLER CONTEST RULES
441th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION
Athens State University, Athens, Alabama

Qctober | & 2, 2010

This is a summary of the rules and regutations that apply to the SENIOR FIDDLER category only. This sumniary does not add to or lake from the contest rules and

regulations published and made available to all contestants and judges. It simply consolidates the rules and regutations applicable to this one category, for the convenience

of the contestants and judges alike.

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

.£. The contest rutes and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.

.2. The judges decisions will be final.

...3. The judges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.
«...4. No electrical instruments or drums will be permitted in any category.
3. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category afier the registration for that category has closed. ARer registering and before the event starts, all

contestants will draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptions will be made!
-6. Contestant must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called from the staging area. Late arrivals or no-shows will be
climinated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).

-.7. In the interest of fairness to each contestant, a time limit of 2 1/2 minutes per tune is allowed.

...8. Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called 1o stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.
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9. Judges will NOT be attowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

CATEGORY RULES;

- Senior fiddlers are fiddlers age sixty (60) years and over.
Contestant will play two tunes, a waltz and cither a breakdown, or another traditional fiddle piece such as a reel, a hompipe, a jig, or a schottische during the
eliminations, finals and fiddle-off. Five (5} finalists will be selected from the eliminations. First through fifth place winners will be selected during the finals.
First place finalists wilt fiddle against the first place finalists of the JUNIOR FIDDLER category in the FIDDLE-OFF.

3. The contestant may have a maximum of 2 accompanists, to include any combination of a guitar, a banjo, or a bass fiddle.

- Aay contestant {entry) who has won first (Ist) place for two (2) consecutive years will not be allowed (o compets in the same category the
following year. They may perform, but will not be judged.

- Tunes performed in the climinations may not be repeated by the same contestant in the finals.
No tuning other than standard tening is allowed in any category other than Classic Old Time Fiddle.
JUDGING CRITERIA:

. Rhythm and Timing--—---eeeenoe- (20 points):
The rhythm and timing should be even and consistent. Any jerking, rushing, dragging or unevenness in tempo of the performance will result in a toss of points.

2 Creativitys -——amememeeveaaane (20 points):

The judges will listen for minor variations and improvisations. However, the ereativity shoutd not be excessive so as to change or destroy the basic melody line of the
tune which will result in a loss of points.

. Authentic Performance Style------ {20 points):
Excessive and indiscriminate changes in a tune, which makes the performance unclear or unrecognizable, will result in a loss of points.

4. ExXpression--—reeecemaemcearn (20 points):

The judges will listen for the "fecling” that the contestant puts into the performance. Flat, mechanical and unfeel ing performances will result in lost points as
will excessive "showmanship®.

. Execution-r--scesemmmemcemenaaren (20 points):
The judges wil listen for the tonal quality and clarity of the performance together with the general command of the instrument(s).
GENERAL JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS:

. Non-traditional performances will not be scored under the "Authentic Performance Style” judging criterion. Each tune will be judged independently.

-..2. Each judging category has a potential of 20 points, for a possible score of 100 points per tune. The final score for each contestant will be averaged by the

i

number of tunes permitted in that category. Higlvlow scores will NOT be thrown out (ALL points scored will be counded). Points scored in the eliminations
will not be carried over into the finals.

. All contestants/performers are urged to consider the placement of the microphones and the efforts of the persons responsible for the sound system. Both are
there to help the contestant/performers be clearly heard by the judges and audience alike. The Jjudges will judge exactly what they hear. An instrument too
close or teo far away from a microphone could distort or drop out the sound, resulting in a loss of points. Please make sure your instruments are "miked”
propetly prior to starting your periormance.




