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As part of our strategic planning process, VISION 2020,
Athens State University is continually updating its campus
master plan, which addresses the physical needs of the in-
stitution. New construction projects recently completed or
underway include: the Center for Lifelong Learning;
McCain Hall for education; and the recently announced
Art Degree Program and new Art Center to be built in
Decatur next year in collaboration with Calhoun Commu-
nity College.

One of our priorities on the Athens campus is the restora-
tion of the university president’s home. Built by Robert
Beaty in 1826, The Beaty-Mason House is the county’s
most fully developed example of the Greek Revival in Ath-
ens’ residential architecture. The residence has served as
the home of the President of Athens State University since
1958.

Preserving the house is central to the revitalization of
downtown Athens and the continuing development of the
arts and cultural district as an attractive and inviting
neighborhood. Today, the house requires urgent attention.

Athens State University is strongly committed to educa-
tion and the President’s home offers a historic venue for
tours, arts and cultural events, meetings, and educational
programs. Architects estimate the cost to restore this his-
toric home at $1.8 million and over $500,000 has already
been raised. The home, as a state property, belongs to all
of us. As the designated stewards, we ask you to consider
making an investment in the future of this historic
landmark through a contribution to the Athens State
University Foundation.

Sincerely,

Mery Y Moz

Mary Pat Martin
President, Athens State University Foundation
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Across the face of a brass knocker on the door of the still
stately Beaty-Mason House, is written in a nutshell the
background and two most important dates leading up to
one of the outstanding historic mansions of Limestone
County. “Robert Beaty, 1826 - John R. Mason, 1845
reads the inscription, copied in the original signatures of
the two men, who played the largest part in the construc-
tion of the dwelling.

In the halls of this mansion, passed down to succeeding
generations, once sat two men prominent in Alabama
history, one a co-founder of the town of Athens , the
other man, General George S. Houston, who later served
as governor of the state.

When Limestone County land was first offered for sale in
1818, Robert Beaty and John Carriel (or sp. Carroll) were
among the first to purchase land and settle in the area.
Moving from Madison County, Beaty did all in his
power to advance progress in the new settlement. After
Athens was incorporated later that year on November 19,
1818, he gave several lots for public use, including the
town spring, the jail, cemetery, public school, and Athens
Female Academy, the forerunner of Athens State Univer-
sity. The Academy was established December 9, 1822
and its first trustees were Beaty, Carriel, Beverly Hughes,
Daniel Coleman, Andrew Foster, John W. Smith, and
Joshua Martin.

In 1835 General George Houston, married Mary Beaty,
one of the daughters of Robert Beaty and they lived in
the house until 1845 when it was sold to Captain John
Mason, who bought the remaining interest in the house
for his new bride, Glorvinia, Robert Beaty’s youngest
daughter. General Houston was then a trustee of the Col-
lege and went on to become Governor of Alabama, and
later a United States Congressman.

Four generations of the Beaty-Mason family lived in the
home until 1958 when Miss Mary Mason died with no

children. The then Athens College, purchased the house
from her estate for $26,000 to be used as the President’s
home. Citizens of Athens donated antique furnishings to

fill the home.






