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Ridersin the Sky will be headlining thisyear’s Fiddlers Convention. The Group is set to perform Friday evening on the Founders

Hall stage.

Ridersin the Sky: Bringing Good Beef to Hungry People at the 44th
Annual Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention

Maggie Thomas
Editor

Maybe you're like me and you can
remember waking up every Saturday
morning to watch Ridersinthe Sky on TV.
Perhaps you first heard Riders in the Sky
onthe Toy Story 2 soundtrack. It'spossible
that you’ ve been listening to these guysfor
the past twenty years. Alas, it is even
possible that you have yet to discover the
musical stylingsof Ridersinthe Sky. If that
last statement appliesto you (and evenif it
doesn't), you have the perfect opportunity
to take in the Riders' cowboy sounds at
thisyear’'sFiddlers Convention!

Yes, Riders in the Sky will be
headlining the 44th annual Tennessee Valley
Old Time Fiddlers Convention at Athens
State University. Thegroup isscheduled to
perform on the FoundersHall stage, Friday
evening, October 1.

Now, for those of you who may
not be familiar, Ridersin the Sky are what

one would call a “classic cowboy
quartet.” For the past thirty years
Ridersin the Sky have been writing
and performing the kind of music that
was made popular by artists such as
the Sonsof the Pioneers, GeneAdutry,
and Roy Rogers. While they have
managed to remain true to the
integrity of Western music, they have
made their own mark on the genre
by incorporating their own legendary
humor and Western wit in their
shows.

Riders in the Sky are made
up of four cowboy characters:
Ranger Doug, Joey, Woody Paul, and
Too Slim. Each musician brings his
own styleand accomplishmentstothe
table. Guitarist Ranger Doug, dubbed
Governor of the Great State of
Rhythm, sings lead and baritone

vocals. Accordionist Joey, aka the
CowPolka King, has recorded with
everyone from Roy Rogers to U2, and
isasotheRiders producer. Woody Paul,
King of the Cowboy Fiddlers, singslead
and tenor vocals. Finaly, upright bassist
Too Slim brings forth superb bass play
along with comic genius, and according
to their website, has inspired thousands
to “whack out tunes on their faces.”

Riders in the Sky’s music and
comedy issureto delight all who arein
attendance. Whether you think you're
too young, too old, or think you don’t even
like Western music, you have got it all
wrong! Come on out to this year’'s
Fiddlers Convention and havealisten to
Ridersinthe Sky. You will find that this
group truly is exceptional, and they are
sureto makeyour Fiddlersexperiencea
memorable one.

From the Editors: Welcometo Fiddlers Convention 2010

First, we would like to welcome you
back to our campus. We are excited about
being ableto keep you informed and up to
date on all campus organizations and
activities this year! As you may have
noticed, The Athenian has a new staff. I,
Maggie Thomas, am the new editor, and
Kara Faulk and Erin Minor are the new
assistant editors.

In this specia edition of The Athenian
youwill find everything you wanted to know
about the Fiddlers Convention, including a

brief history, rules and regulations,
admission, and alist of vendors. You
will also find an exclusive insert on
the Quality Enhancement Plan. This
insert contains information about
Athens State University’s pursuit of
reaffirmation and accreditation, and
further explainsimportant facts about
the Quality Enhancement Plan.

We hope to continue to deliver
campus news to the student body in
an exciting and enlightening manner.

If you have any suggestions for us at
The Athenian, please feel free to call
usor e-mail us. Thisisastudent-oriented
paper—we are here for you! We hope
you enjoy this special edition of The
Athenian and can’'t wait to see you at
thisyear'sFiddlers Convention!

Maggie Thomas, Editor
KaraFaulk, Assistant Editor
Erin Minor, Assistant Editor
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Quality Enhancement Plan

Athens Sate
University Prepares
for On-Site SACS
Visit

Dr. Jackie Smith

Guest Writer

If you are on campus during
October 27, 28, and 29, chancesareyou
will get to meet some very special
visitors. ASU will behosting an on-site
Reaffirmation Committee from the
Commission on Colleges with the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools. The University is pursuing
reaffirmation of accreditation as part of
aten-year cycle. Part of that process
includesthe Quality Enhancement Plan
entitled Building Success Through
Writing!  You have probably seen the
signsand bannersaround campus. This
projectisaimed at providing our students
with thetools, skills, and confidence to
be stronger writers. You can accessthe
QEP and other reaffirmation documents
at http://www.athens.edu/visitors/
sacs.php.

Asastudent, you may wonder what
al the fuss is about. What does this
reaffirmation haveto do with me? Well,
everything! Reaffirming our
accreditation ensures the value of the
educationyou earnat ASU. It provides
credibility to your diploma. It is a
guarantee to you that ASU is focused
on providing you asupportiveand quality
learning environment. Over the years,
higher education has witnessed a shift
in values. “Institutions have been
encouraged by regional accrediting
Commissions and othersto shift from a
focuson‘ delivering quality instruction’
to ‘ designing aclimate most conductive
to student learning.” All agree that a
truelearning-centered institution thinks
first about what students need to learn,
then organizes itself in ways designed
to bring this about most effectively”
(CRAC, 2004, p. 7). Successful

Please see SACS page 6



Fiddlers4-1-1

TheAthenian

Editor
Maggie Thomas

Assitant Editors
KaraFaulk
ErinMinor

Saff Writer
MélissaDutton

Guest Writer s/Photographers
DanielleDutcher
Guy McClure
Dr. Jackie Smith
Stanley Webster

Advisor
TenaBullington

The Athenianis published with
fundsfrom the Athens State Univer-
sity Student Activitiesfund and ad-
vertisngrevenue. Itisdistributed free
of chargeto membersof thefaculty,
staff, and student bodly.

The staff of The Athenian fol-
lowstheAssociated Collegiate Press,
Model Codeof Ethicsfor Collegiate
Journalists. The Athenian officeis
located inthe Sandridge Student Cen-
ter, Room 215.

The Athenian welcomes| etters
and columnsfrom students, staff, fac-
ulty, adminigrationand dumni. All sub-
missionsare subject to gpprova of the
editorial board and advisor. Submis-
sions must be accompanied by a
name, addressand phonenumber. The
editorid board reservestheright to edit
submissionsfor brevity, style, clarity
andliability.

Submissionsshouldfocusonthe
issuesrather than personalities. Proof
of identification may be required.
Submissionsmust belimited to 300-
400 words, and may bedelivered via
mail, e-mail, or in person.

Viewsexpressed inthispublica
tion do not necessarily reflect those of
theAthens State University Adminis-
tration, faculty, or the student body at

large.

Address correspondence or adver-
tisnginquiriesto:

The Athenian

Attn; Editor
P.O. Box 235
Athens, AL 35611.
(256) 233-8238
the.athenian@athens.edu

Admission Costs

Friday Only $8.00

Saturday Only $10.00

Both Days $15.00

Friday: Gates open at 8 a.m.
Saturday: Gates open at 7:30 a.m.

*Children under 12 admitted free with
parents

Registration I nformation

Friday: Begins at Noon

Saturday: 7:45 a.m.--8:30 a.m. for Finger-Picking and Beginning Fiddlers

8:00 a.m. for all others

*Registration will close 30 minutes prior to beginning of each category competition.

What to Expect

The Tennessee Valley Old-Time Fiddlers Convention is well-known throughout
Limestone County and the City of Athens. For those of you who have never attended
the Convention and those who still do not know what to expect, wearegoing to fill you
in! The events begin Friday at noon and will be held outside, so do not forget to bring
your lawn chair. The contest ends around 10:00 p.m. Friday night and will reconvene
on Saturday at 8:30 am. Competitionsare held throughout the day. Themain competition
takes place on the Founders Green, but vendors and food will be set up al over
campus. The food is prepared so that you can enjoy the full day and never have to
leave the campus. Parking and capacity islimited, so an early start is best. No refunds
will be given. In the event of rain, the contest will be moved to the Athens State
Gymnasium. All competitorswill begiven afreeentry into onecategory of the competition
with the purchase of an admission ticket. Travelers, there will be free camping, but
there are no hook-ups. For musicians participating in the audience, bring your instruments
along. There are always jam sessions going on throughout the audience!
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Listing of Eventsand Prizes

Friday Night:

Beginning at 7 p.m. 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
HarmonicaFinals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
MandolinFinals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
BluegrassBanjo Finals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
Dobro Finals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
Dulcimer Finals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
Old Time Singing Finals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
Saturday Morning:

Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Beginning Fiddler (10 & Under Finals) $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
Beginning Fiddler (11-15) $300 $200 $100 $75 $50
Guitar Finger Pick Finals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
Senior Fiddler $500 $350 $250 $100 $75
Old TimeBanjoFinals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
Classic Old-Time Fiddler $500 $350 $250 $100 $75
Guitar Flat Pick Finals $100 $75 $50 $25 $10
BluegrassBand $750 $500 $300 $200 $100
Junior Fiddler $500 $350 $250 $100 $75
Old Time Band $750 $500 $300 $200 $100
Buck Dancing $100 $75 $50 $25 $10

Saturday Night:
FinalsBeginning at 6 p.m.

Beginning Fiddler (11-15)

Senior Fiddler

Classic Old-Time Fiddler

BluegrassBand

Junior Fiddler

Old Time Band

Buck Dancing (15 & Under)

Buck Dancing (16 & Over)
Fiddle-Off/Junior & Senior Fiddle Winners

Meet The Judges

The Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention always callsfor judgesfrom all ages, states, and backgrounds. Thisvariety brings
fairnessto the competition and spiceto the event. Thisyear, judgeswill betraveling from Indiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, North Carolina, Ohio,
and various citiesthroughout Alabama. Each judgewill surely bring anindividual style and listening ear to the Tennessee Valley Old Time
FiddlersConvention.

Sharon Bounds of Northport, AlabamaisaChampion Fiddler and isthe daughter and granddaughter of Old Time Master Fiddlers.
Shebegan playing theinstrument at age eleven and will certainly bring expertiseto thisyear’scompetition. Larry Williamsof Muscle Shoals,
Alabamaisawealth of knowledgein all areasof Old Timemusic. Not only has he performed for years, but he has al so been instructing
beginnersfor yearsaswell. Jake Landers, of Muscle Shoals, isalegend for Old Time Fiddler audiences. He began playing at age eight and
performed asoneof Bill Monroe' sBluegrass Boys. Hebegan writing music asateenager, including songslikethewell known, “Walk Softly on

Please see Judges page 10
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TheAnnual Tennesse Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention: Then and Now

Erin Minor
Assistant Editor

It's a big deal. For those of us
who havegrown upinor around Athens,
we don’t think much about The Old Time
Fiddler's Convention. | challenge you
to “google it” just to see all the
information that comes up. It truly isa
major event. Thousands of people
attend, hundreds of people participatein
the music competition, and hundreds
more have arts and crafts booths. The
beauty of itisnothing hasreally changed
since 1967. The opportunity to write
about Fiddler'sisamazing just because
of the plethoraof information. However,
| would liketo focuson how thisfiddlin’
contest has been a constant for our
community.

Go back with me to 1967. The
Vietham War was becoming increasingly
unpopular, the first Boeing 737 takes
flight, Ronald Regan takes office,

Motorola releases affordable color
televisions, People in Glass Houses
was published, Bonnie and Clyde hit
the box office, and “All You Need is
Love’ by The Beatles was taking over
theradio. The country was in turmoil
over war and civil rights, yet the world
wasstill spinning.

Here in Alabama in 1967 the
first woman governor, LurleneWallace,
was el ected and tragically died of cancer
that same year. A Supreme Court
Decision determined that interracial
marriages were now legal in the state
of Alabama. The popular band The
Doors made “ Alabama Song” popular.
Many of the problems that the country
faced, Alabama shared as well.

Enter Old Time Fiddler’s
Convention, where a few folks from
Alabama and Tennessee decided to

have a fiddling contest. The winner
wouldn’'t win much other than glory. Old
time bluegrass was being showcased
right here at Athens State University. It
took this little convention less than
twenty years to grow into a pretty big
deal. By 1987, twenty-nine states and
three countrieswere represented on this
campus. Everyone was here to play the
fiddle, harmonica, banjo etc. for theprize
money and take thetitle of “winner.” It
was aways afriendly atmosphere from
the beginning and despite fears that the
larger the crowd grew the more
aggressivethefolkswould becomenever
actually became a problem. In every
article that you read, you will find that
the convention made everyone feel
welcome. Often times you will read
about musicians gathering together to
learn from one another.

Today, the United Statesisin two
wars, thefirst African American, Barack
Obama, has been el ected president, HD
televisionsare everywhere, the big box
office hit is Avatar, and (depending on
your musical taste) either Taylor Swift
or Lil" Wayneisontheradioall thetime.
Still, TheOld TimeFiddler’'sConvention
isabout bluegrassmusic, good food, and
neighborsteaching neighbors.

A lot has changed over the past
forty plusyears, but every October you
can count on the Old Time Fiddler’'s
convention to take you back to the
simple things in life. It doesn’t matter
how old you are, what color your skin
is, or how talented you are—everyone
is welcome. The fiddler’s convention
brings people together and reminds us
that in thischanging world, somethings

always will stay the same.

Photo Courtesy of Guy McClure
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A History of the Tennesse Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention at Athens State Univer sity

Kara Faulk
Assistant Editor

Limestone County has always been
deeply rootedintraditiond oldtimemusic.
TheTennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers
Convention began in hopes to continue
that tradition and has been successful in
doing so for over forty years. The idea
for the convention beganinthe Elk River
home of Sam McCracken, master old-
time fiddler. After the rise of radio, loss
of interest in live music lead many artists
to put their instruments away. Inthe mid
1960’s, however, Mike Wallis, Ed
Christopher, Bob Holland, Bill Harrison,
and Sam McCracken took their
instruments off the shelves and began to
play again. Soon after, discussion began,
and the gentleman decided that they
would host asmall gathering for fiddlers
in the area to collaborate and compete.
The first event was held at the Pleasant
Point school housein 1966, but the crowd
was much too large for the courtyard. In
February of 1967, the group moved the
showcase to the West Limestone
Gymnasium, surethat thiswould be more
than enough space. With word-of-mouth
advertisement, the gymnasium was
packed and several listenerswereturned
away for lack of room. It was obvious
that growing interest in old-time fiddle
music demanded alarger venue.

The convention was moved to
Athens State in 1967 when officials
approached Mr. Ewell Smith, the

Assistant Business Manager, inasearch
for a larger spot. Hundreds of people
packed in the Athens State Gymnasium
anxiousto hear thefiddlers competefor
thetitle, but even thissitewould not hold
the crowd. In 1978, Mr. Smith was put
in charge of the convention; he moved
the event outside, though hewas advised
against it. The plan seemed to work out
as the convention is still held on the
Athens State Campus grounds. Several
traditions developed through the years,
oneof themost missed isthe annual anvil
shoot that announced the beginning of
the first event on November 4, 1967.
When the convention began, Bill
Harrison began the Saturday showcase
with a9:00 AM anvil shoot. Eventualy
his grandson continued the tradition.
Unfortunately, this tradition was put to
rest in 1995.

Mr. Smith notes that over the years
the convention has managed to stay true
toitsroots. Very little has changed since
the first convention, but many things
have been added to the showcase,
including a Classic competition and a
Beginner’sCompetition. A diversegroup
of top-notch judges areinvited to assist
in the competition. Performers and
listeners come from all over to join.
Guests have been recorded from thirty-
three different states and three different
countries. Over a hundred arts and

crafts vendors display their talent each
year at the convention. Food is prepared
tolast throughout the day so that listeners
never have to leave the campus. An
unfortunate change will, however, take
place this year after the loss of Leo
Mudd. Mudd has been the Buck-dancing
MC for over twenty-five years and will
be greatly missed.

The first net proceeds totaled
$52. All proceedsheld at the Athens Sate
campus have been given to scholarship
fundsand even helped in the construction
of the library. The event is always held
on the first full weekend of October.
Even this was planned with a purpose.
The Steering Committee researched fall
weather of previous years and even
decades finding the first weekend of
October to be most ideal. Thisevent has
become synonymous with fall in the
Athensarea. Several celebritieslike Roy
Acuff, Vassar Clemmons, and John
Hartsfield made this possible. Smith
witnessed Hartsfield sporting a
Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers
Convention hat onthe hit television show,
“HeeHaw.” Acuff sent hisfiddler to the
convention and advertised on the Grand
Ole Opry as well. Several rising stars
have competed and performed at the
event including: Buddy Spiker, Mike
Snider, Ramona Jones, and Jake
Landers, writer of “Walk Softly on This

Heart of Mine’ and resident of Florence,
Alabama.

Smith saysthat hisfavorite part
of the conventionistheimpromptujam
sessions that take place in the crowd
and all of the people involved.
Community support is overwhelming
and over three-hundred locals help to
make the event possible. The Tennessee
Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention
newsletter isnow apublished magazine
for al fiddlersandiscalled“ TheDevil’s
Box.” The event has been given
recognition by Discover America, Inc.
as one of the top twenty October
events. The city of Athens has been
given theopportunity to watch thisevent
flourish and now host over 15,000 old-
timetraditional musiclovers. Mr. Ewell
Smith has missed only one Fiddler’s
Convention since it was moved to
Athens State and has definitely helped
make the event what it is today as
Assistant Business Manager, Dean of
Financial Affairs, and now Steering
Committee member. He claimsto enjoy
country music but saysthat hislovefor
fiddlemusic hasgrown over time. Now,
he is happy to be able to “sit back and
justenjoy it.” Heretired in 2000 and now
works under the direction of the
committee leader, Rick Mould, who
works hard to continue the traditions of
the Fiddlers Convention.
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SERVING CHRIST, DUR CAKMPUS, AND EACH O THER

Every Tuesday Night @ 7pm

Sandridge Student Center

Weekly Bible Studies...Mission Trips...Retreats...Game Nights

For more information, email vs at: spbassham @aol.com

Come Fellowship with us!
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Ballroom

All movie passes courtesy
of Cinemagic Theatre
Athens, AL

Movie Trivia

Michael Douglasrepriseshisrole
aswhat character in thefilm Wall
Sreet: Money Never Seeps?

Submit answers to the Student Activies Office room 217.

Two pair of
tickets available
to the first two
students with the
correct answer.




Campus News

Athens Sate University Welcomes I nter national Sudentsto their Incoming Class

Guy McClure
Guest Writer

The traditional student body at
Athens State University is comprised
mostly of undergraduatesfrom the North
Alabama / Southern Tennessee area,
with an occasional student from as far
away as Atlanta or Maobile. But this
semester brings four students who are
originally from Nepal to the Athens
campus. They are four of ten
international studentscurrently studying
at Athens State.

The Nepali students in Athens
State’s College of Business - Aashish
Shrestha, Beni Mdla, Subin Shresthaand
Shabnam Shrestha (all unrelated) - have
found each other and are sharing campus
lifeand adapting to the Tennessee Vl ley.

“1 had lived in the area a few
yearsago before moving to New Jersey,”

states Aashish. “I loved it so much |
decided to return and attend Athens
State.”

Nepal, aland-locked country in
South Asia, is home to the Himalaya
Mountains and is a country of highly
diverse and rich geography, culture, and
religions. Three of the four students
moved from Nepal to the Tennessee
Valley just afew weeks ago.

Although three of the students
share the last name of Shrestha, they
arenot related. “The surname Shrestha
in Nepal is equivalent to Smith in
America,” states Aashish. “It is a
coincidence, but not unheard of to hear
the name many timesin a group.”

All four students expect to
graduate in 2012 with degreesin either
Accounting or Management.

Courtesy Phot-'c;

ASU recently enrolled Nepali students, from left, Ashish Shrestha, Beni
Malla, Shabnam Shrestha, and Subin Shrestha.

Student United Way: A New Organization that
Challenges Students to “Walk the Walk”

Erin Minor
Assistant Editor

| had the chanceto sit down and
talk with Dr. Mark Durm, a professor
of psychology here at Athens State. He
was asked by Ms. Kaye McFarlen, the
local United Way director to establish a
student United Way organization on our
campus, and he gladly accepted. | am
truly excited about this opportunity and
hope that | can get just a few of you
readers interested as well. Student
United Way is a branch of United Way.
I am sure you have seen the
commercials, or heard NFL player’s
talking about it. If you are anything like
me, you have thought to yourself, “I
wouldliketo getinvolvedinthat,” but it
just seems like too big a goal for one
single person. Well, hereis our chance.
The student branch of United Way isa
student lead organization who has the
opportunity to work together to makeour
community a better place.

Now, | have heard severa of
my fellow classmates say they wish
there were more student activities
offered on campus, but when someone
announces organizations in which we
canbeinvolvedwearequick tosay, “I'm
too busy,” or make some other excuse.
This is our chance! Let's stop making
excuses and start getting involved.

United Way improves lives by
mobilizing the caring powers of
communities around the world to
advance the common good. The
organization hasthree major goalsthey
hope to have accomplished by 2018:
Improveeducation, financid stability, and
promote healthy lives. Stated on the
organization’s website,
www.liveunited.org, “Our goals are
ambitious, but with your help, and by
utilizing our core strengths — a national
network, committed partnersand public

6

engagement capacity —we can achieve
them.”

Here on our campus, Dr. Durm
has great ideasto better our community.
Some of theseideas include: “ Stuff the
bus,” where we can gather donated
school suppliesfor children; food drives,
disaster relief, and much more. Thereis
also awonderful opportunity for students
to enroll in “Alternative Spring Break”
and receivefinancial assistancefor trips.
There will always be something for us
to do if we make the commitment.

Right now, Dr. Durm needs to
see if there is student interest in an
organization like this. If you are
interested please contact him. Shoot him
an email: mark.durm@athens.edu. Call
him, leave amessage and he will return
your call: 256-233-6501. The sooner we
contact him the sooner we can get to
work!

On apersonal note, | have such
adesireto seethis campuslead the way
for our community. It is NOT naive to
think you can change the world, but we
have to start small. If we can get ten
people who are willing to work, we
WILL makeadifference on campusand
in Athens. Imagine how much we can
accomplishwith 50 or even 100 students
working to do theright thing. Pleasejoin
mein serving our community!

Editor’s Note: Sudent Live United
meets every other Thursday at 10:30
in Dr. Mark Durm’s office, which is
located in Founders Hall, room 227.
The next scheduled meeting is
September  30. Everyone is
encouraged to attend.

i
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Live United member tutoring young student.

SACS
Continued from page 1

reaccreditation for ASU means that we
put you, the student, first in everything
we do.

The last time the institution
completed this process was in 1999;
many things have changed since then.
Faces have changed and the University
is under the leadership of a new
president. This president has set the
University on anew course through the
development of the Vision 2020 plan.
Theinstitution has made huge stridesin
meeting student demand through
distance learning opportunities.
Enrollment has grown each year and
students are taking advantage of new
programs of study. Even the physical
face of the University has changed
through an aggressive renovation plan
that has unified the appearance of
campusfacilitieswhile providing leading
edgeinstructional technology. However,
while sometimes newer is better, it does
not always apply to everything. The
history of ASU is one of its strengths
and thisis not lost on those who gather
on her storied campus groundsto work,
teach, study, visit, or even wed! The
strong sense of family and small-town

appeal is still alive and well — thiswe
hope never changes.

The SACS Commission on
Colleges operates under the phil osophy
of self-regulation and believes that
“accreditation is best accomplished
through a voluntary association of
educational institutions” (Principles of
Accreditation, 2010, p.2). Member
institutions are accountable to each
other and the reaccreditation process
reliesonthetenetsof integrity and trust.
ASU believes strongly in the value of
the SACS peer-review process and
looks forward to the input and
commentsfrom the Commission. This
process has provided ASU the
opportunity to self-evaluate how well
it accomplishesits mission and goals.
Whileit can be tedious and sometimes
even overwhelming, theinstitution and,
moreimportantly the studentsit serves,
will bethe ultimate beneficiaries.

So, if you happen upon one of
these on-site visitors during the last
week of October, just treat them like
one of the family and show them
around. Let them see why Athens
State University was voted one of the
“2010 Great Collegesto Work For” by
The Chronicleof Higher Educationand
thank them for what they are doing to
make it even better!
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Phi Theta Kappa Alumni Association: An Opportunity to Enhance Your College Experience

Danielle Dutcher
Guest Writer

The Phi Theta Kappa Alumni
Association at Athens State University
offers students an incredible opportunity
to become involved not only with the
University but within the community as
well. Many new members were recently
inducted in the spring induction ceremony
and have experienced firsthand how
rewarding it can beto volunteer your time
to help others. Phi Theta Kappa
represents scholarship, leadership, service
and fellowship. All four qualities are
demonstrated through activitiesand events

with local chaptersat junior colleges,
aswell as eventsin the community.
Studentsare encouraged tojoin and
will find the experience of working
with thisgroup very rewarding. Being
a part of Phi Theta Kappais a great
way to network with other students
and to make contactswithin your field
of study. Upcoming events include a
leadership conference at Birmingham
Southern College, and a trip to the
International Phi Theta Kappa
Convention in Seattle coming up in
April. If youwould liketojoin, contact
Kim Lafevor at
Kim.Lafevor@athens.edu.

Photo Courtesy of Phi Theta Kappa
Above: New members of Phi Theta Kappa at the spring induction

FiddlersConvention

These photos represent only a little of what is offered each year at the Fiddlers Convention. People of all ages have the opportunity to enjoy the
sights and sounds of the buck dancing competitions, the bluegrass band competitions, and the jam sessions that pop up all over campus.

Photos Courtesy of Guy McClure




Columns

Career Counseling Corner
You can’t fix stupid

Mr. Larry Keenum
Career Counseling Center

Information for this column came
from Julianne Pepitone’s column in the
July 24, 2009 issue of
CNNMoney.com

“Math is at the crux of who gets
paid,” said Ed Koc, director of research
at National Association of Collegesand
Employers (NACE). “If you have math
skills, you are an extremely valuable
asset. We don't generate enough people
likethat inthiscountry.”

“Thetechfieldsaredriving salaries
and offers, and thetop studentsarefaring
quitewell,” said Emanuel Contomanolis
who runs the Rochester Institute of
Technol ogy.

Engineering diplomas account for
twelve of the fifteen top paying majors.

Energy is the key. Petroleum
engineering was by far the highest-
paying degree, with a starting offer of
$83,121. Graduates with these degrees
generally find work locating oil and gas
reservoirs, or in devel oping waysto bring
these resources to the Earth’'s surface.

Of course not every student with a
math-based degree scored a fat

paycheck. Contomanolis noted that
“average’ studentsarefeeling the pinch
of fewer job offers. Still, math-based
degrees have an advantage in a tough
job market.

Three non-engineering math-based
fields offer high entry level pay —
Computer Sciencemajorsthat specialize
in programming and software - $61,407,
Actuarial Science - $56,320,
Construction Management - $53,199.

There are far fewer people
graduating with math-based majors,
compared to their liberal arts
counterparts, whichiswhy math people
are paid apremium. Graduatesin fields
of Behavioral Science can expect
$29,000, whereas English, Foreign
Language, Communications, Business,
and Education graduates can expect
$35,000.

It'sasupply and demand issue. Very
few grads offer math skills. Those who
do offer the necessary math skills are
rewarded.

Since 1776 three truths have held
true in America: (1) You can't be too
pretty. (2) You can't have too much
money. (3) You can't know too much
math.

Get to work on your math skillsand

October
1 Annual Fiddlers Convention

7 ASU Breakfast Club

America
29 Crowning of Founders Queen

November

4 ASU Breakfast Club

CampusEvents

4 Class President Qualification Begins
20 ASU Fall Career Fair; Voting for Class President Begins

21 Concert Lecture with Lauri Hickson-Smith
28 SGA Halloween Carnival; Concert Lecture with Trout Fishing in

1 Online Registration for Spring Begins

16 Concert Lecture with Jerry Ellis
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get the job of your dreams. You say, |
think I’ [l pick another major; mathistoo
hard. DUH, Math + GPA = Money.
Do you want to put together a
money-making major at Athens State?
Thisisit: useour Liberal Studiesoption
and dothis: MA 308 Discrete Math; MA
331 Applied Statistics and Probability;
MA 401 Complex Analysis;, MA 421
Differential Equations; MA 423
Numerical Analysis;, MA 428 Partial
Differential Equations; MA 445
Mathematical Modeling and Simulation;
MA 450 Advanced Calculus |; MA 451
Advanced Calculus II; MA 452 Red
Analysis; LSM 301 Introduction to
Logistics& Supply Chain Management;
L SM 320 Logisticsand Transportation;
LSM 330 Logistics & Supply Chain
Management inthe Global Environment;
LSM 353 Project Management; LSM
400 Logistics & Supply Chain
Management Systems; LSM 401
Logistics& Supply Chain Maodels; LSM
410 Logistics & Supply Chain Strategy;
ACM 394 Introductionto Acquisition &
Contract Management; ACM 395
Acquisition & Contract Management
Pricing; ACM 396 Acquisition &
Contract Management Administration;
ACM 397 Acquisition & Contract

Management Negotiations; ACM 398
Government Contract Law; ESM 300
Enterprise Systems & Business
Processes; ESM 320 Human Capital
Management Systems; ESM 330
Financial Management Systems;, ESM
340 Customer Rel ationship M anagement
Systems; ESM 410 Business|Intelligence
Systems.

That's 81 hours of the best courses
you can take at Athens State to prepare
you for the job market. You throw up a
3.80+ inthis curriculum and the “world
isat your feet”. Redstone Arsenal isour
largest employer in north Alabama and
most of you want “a government job”.
Government jobs require 24 hoursin a
specific discipline. With thisdegree you
have covered two disciplines, Math and
Business. Go ahead, make all A’'s, and
watch the employers come calling. Say
it's too many hours. Say it’s too hard.
It's supposed to be hard. That's what
separatesyou fromthefield. If you could
learn a language spoken by a NATO
country in your spare time, you would
really be a prospect.

Just like the Fram oil filter
commercia says, pay now or pay later
— YOUR CHOICE. ASU is here to
provide. Do you want to take the plunge?
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Jfgy Food Store

Down home fendly service

Deli & Bakery

Yall come and see usl

232-6915

1202 W. Market Street
Athens, AL 3561




Campus News

These Ten Sudying Habits are Guaranteed to Help You Improve Your Gradesthis Semester

Melissa Dutton
Saff Writer

Thesetipsare sureto help you improve
your grades! Just remember to figure
out what works best for you!

1)Get a day planner.
2)Read your syllabi carefully.
*|f test dates are given, plot them on

your monthly calendar.

3) If the syllabus details which
chapters will be on each test,
determine how many chapters you
should read each week.
*Allow yourself one week between
reading thelast chapter and thetest date.

4) Once you have test dates
marked, plot study dates for those
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tests. | recommend studying for up to
three days prior to the exam.
*For example, if your exam is on a
Tuesday, study on the preceding
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday,etc.

5) Within the first week of class,
read the first assigned chapter and
time yourself to properly allocate
time for futurereading assignments.
*Remember that some chapters are
longer than others, so give yourself
plenty of time to read.

6) Useindex cardsfor keyword
definitions and study guide
questions. Cards make studying much
easier; you can remove cards as you
learn them and focus on the remainder.
*|f no study guideisgiven, focuson your
lecture noteswhen preparing for exams.
Useahighlighter to emphasizethemain
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pointsof thelecuture or makeflashcards
of the lecture information.

7) Go to class! Some professors
include attendance in the grading scale
or as extra credit. Even if they don't,
attending class is beneficial.
*Many exams are 50% plus based on
lecture. In missing class, you may miss
important information.

*If aclassis primarily textbook-based,
lectures can help better explain thetext.

8) Take accurate and legible notes
during class. | recommend typing those
notesin an outline format the same day
to increase your chances of
remembering points that you forgot to
write. Typing notesa so meansyou have
reviewed the material twice prior to
studying for exams.

*Include details to help you remember

the lecture, like examples the professor
gives.

*Use a tape recorder if possible and
review the tapes when typing notes.

9) If a paper isrequired, get started
on it early in the term. You should
schedule time to work on each of your
papersinyour daily planner.

*Usethe OWL Purdue websitefor APA
and MLA formatting help. Also use the
ASU writing center; it'sagreat resource
for students.

*Onceyou’ ve finished your paper, wait
aday before proofreading.

10) Find what works for you. There
are many learning styles. While the
techniques|’ ve outlined have helped me
and othersto earn above average grades,
they may not guarantee such marks for
everyone.
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OneGift Card Up for Grabsl

FREE Gas Giveaway

1. Who will be headlining thisyear’s
Fiddlers Convention?
2. In what year wasthe Fiddlers
Convention moved toASU?

3. By 1987, how many states and
countries were represented at
Fiddlers?

4. Who isthe sponsor of Student United
Way?

First Sudent with
Correct AnswersWins a
Free Gas Gift Card from

Submit answers to Student Activities office. Room 217 in the
Sandridge Student Center

Jiffy Mart!
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General Rulesand Regualtions

General Regulations:

1. Contest rules and regulations may be amended depending on the situation and events at hand during the convention.

2. Thejudges decisionwill befinal.

3. Thejudges will not be permitted to enter or play in any contest category.

4. No electrical instruments or drumswill be permitted in any category.

5. No contestant will be permitted to register for any category after theregistration for that category has closed. After registration
and beforethe event starts, al contestantswill draw for position at the staging area behind Founders Hall. NO exceptionswill be
made.

6. Contestants must be present and in proper drawn position for entry on to the stage when name is called for the staging area.
Late arrivals or no-shows will be eliminated from the event. Allowances may be made for broken strings and other happenings
judged to be beyond the control of the contestant(s).

7. Intheinterest of fairnessto each contestant, atimelimit of 2 1/2 minutes per tuneis allowed.

8. Contestants must have instruments tuned and ready to play when called to stage. Tuning on stage may result in loss of points.
9. Judges will NOT be allowed to advise contestants in their selection of tune to be played.

General Category Rules:
1. Contestantsin the Dulcimer, Guitar, Harmonica, Mandolin, Dobro, Bluegrass Banjo, Old Time Banjo, Old Time Singing and
Beginning Fiddler (ages 10 & under) will perform one tune (song). First through fifth place winnerswill be selected.
2. Contestantsin the Classic Old Time, Junior and Senior Fiddler categorieswill play two tunesin both the eliminations and the
finals. Beginning Fiddlers (ages 11-15) will play one tune (a breakdown) in the eliminations and two tunes (a breakdown and a
tune of choice) inthefinals.
a. Fivefinalistswill be selected in each category.
b. The contestant may have a maximum of two accompanists, to include any combination of a guitar, a banjo, or a bass
fiddle.
c. Classic Old Time Fiddler will play two tunes, a breakdown and a tune of choice (i.e. polka, march, schottische, rag,
reel, waltz). Beginning fiddlerswill play abreakdown in the eliminations and a breakdown and atune of choiceinthe
finas.
d. The Junior and Senior Fiddler will play awaltz and either abreakdown, or another traditional fiddle piece (such asa
reel, ahornpipe, ajig, or aschottische) during the eliminations, finals, and fiddle-off.
3. Old Time String Bands and Bluegrass Bands will perform one tunein the eliminations and two tunesin thefinals. A band and
individual band members may enter only ONE band category, i.e., Bluegrass or Old Time, but not both. The tunes may be either
vocal or instrumental. Band members and instruments played must be the samein the eliminations and the final s (no substitutions
alowed).

Meet The Judges

Continued from page 3

ThisHeart of Mine.” He served asthe Judge Coordinator for yearsand continues hiswork asareturning Fiddlers Convention judge.

SusieColemanwill betraveling from Pegram, Tennessee and wasraised on Old Timetraditional music, listening to the soundsof her father playing
theaccordion and her family singingin harmony. She now teachesmusic at theMusical Heritage Center in Pegram and writesarticlesfor loca newspapers,
lending her musical knowledge and ear. Boyd Deeringwill also be coming from Tennessee. Heresdesin L afayette and isan award-winning Nashville
acoustic musician. Fred Duggin, of Nashville, isaflat top guitar player fromway back. Hismusi cal style hasbeen featured onthe Grand Ole Opry and the
Nashville Now television show. He has placed in the National Flatpick Guitar Championships and now owns Songcity Studios. Jack Horner isa
traditiond fiddleplayer who putsgreat detail into Old Timemusic, often competing in Nashville contests. Hewill betraveling from Brentwood, Tennessee
andwill certainly add atalented and refined ear to thejudging.

From Millwood, Eric Paytonwill betraveling to offer aKentucky perspectiveto thejudging. Kenny Cardin will betraveling from Charlestown,
Indianaand isawell-respected banjo player in hisarea. He hasbeen referred to asthe ™ best-kept secret” of Indiana. Tony Rothrock will also betraveling
from Indiana. Heresidesin Wind ow where he buildsand repairsmusica instruments. Brett and Pan Riggswill becoming from Chapel Hill, North Carolina
andwill bring abanjo/guitar combinationto thetable. They judge and competein conventionsal over North Carolina. Kenny Sidleistraveling thefarthest
from Newark, Ohio. Hewasraised inafamily full of fiddlersthat encouraged him to pick up theinstrument. Heissure glad that he did now that he
performsregularly at square dancesand country music eventsin hisarea. He haswon countlessfiddle competitionsand has placed in thetop ten of the
Grand MastersFiddle Championshipin Nashville, Tennessee.
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List of Vendors

Health & Physical Education
Club:

Papa Johns Pizza, soft drinks,
coffee, candy bars, and popcorn

Kappa Delta Pi:
Kettle Corn, water, sodas

Athenian Ambassadors:

Red Road Traders-blueberry,
apple, peach, cranberry cobblers,
sugar free cobblers, ice cream, a
lamode

University Club:
AJsCatfish-Fillet, french fries,
hushpuppies, daw, chicken
tenders, drink

Wesley Fellowship:

Hickory Barn-pork chop
sandwiches, chips, BBQ sundaes,
milostea

Health & Science Club:
Philly cheese steak sandwiches,
fries, chicken fingers, and bean
Stew

Health & Physical Education

Club:
Bojangles chicken, tea

Bass Fishing Club:
Deanos -BBQ ham sandwiches,
chips, soft drinks, water

Alumni:
Funnel cakeswith toppings, pork
skins, lemonade, apple sundays

Sons of the Conf. Vets.
(Foundation):

BBQ sandwich, BBQ chicken,
BBQ plates

Alumni Coke Trailer:
Cokes, water, coffee, popcorn, dill
pickles, and roasted peanuts

Math & Computer Science
Club (MACYS):

BBQ rib sandwiches, drinks, chips,
cider, coffee, and candy

Bookstore:
Soda, Candy, Clothing

Accounting Club:
Smoking Box-Smoked pork buit,

smoked chicken, shaved ice, and
sodas

Dip-N-Dog Deli (Foundation):
Specialty hot dogs, drinks

Pre-Law Society:
Suzanne's Bakery-desserts, cakes,
and cookies

Sigma Tau Delta:
Cattlemen’s-rib eye sandwiches

Delta Mu Delta:
Chuck Wagon-BBQ sandwiches,
nachos, wings, bolognabiscuits

Phi Theta Kappa:

Nestle Toll House-cookies, brownies,

ice cream, coffee, hot cocoa;
Chick-Fil-A

Art Club:

Chuck Wagon-BBQ pork, stuffed
potatoes, ribs, pig on atwig, soft
drinks

Alumni - Optimist Club:
Hamburgers, hotdogs, funnel cakes,
fudge puppies, popcorn, soda, and

water

Athens H.S. Baseball
(Foundation):
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and
drinks

Dreyfus:
Shaved ice

Athenian Newspaper:
Nanny’s Lemonade-2 stands

Alumni Tent:

Clothing, roasted peanuts,
Alumni memberships,
beverages, ring and TV
raffles

Cafeteria:

chicken tenders, french fries,
chicken salad, breakfast
foods/sausage biscuit, beans
and cornbread, and ice
cream

Coffee Shop:
Specialty coffees, drinks,
and pastries

Frustrated with Your Finances?

THIS COUPON IS WORTH $15.00 '

Bring this DOUPDN into any of our HAECU office locations amd
receive the first 515.00 deposit inte your new sccount!

|
Requiremsents ts Open s Actount: :
Soclal Security Card - Valld Pleturs LD, - 525.00 Misimum Daposi

or $10, 00 Minisum Deposit with coupon, ‘l

Choose NAECU for all Your Financial Needs!

Free checking no monthly service fees...Free online banking...Free i-Pay bill payment
service...Free VISA debit card(s) initial order...Free access to C U Service Centers with
over 3,800 branches nationwide to serve you...Free $15.00 deposit into your new account
by bringing in coupon...many more benefits available when you choose North Alabama
Educators Credit Union!

— -

NAEGL-

MNORTH ALABAMA

EDUCATORS Huntsville Main Office
L it 2309 Whitesburg Drive, South

256-534-2423 or 1-800-547-8172

Madizon Office
7559 Hwy. 72 West, Suite 114
256=-T22-5045

Athens Office
107 U.5. Hwy 31, South
256-232-3611

Decatur Office
1616 Church Street
256-260-0506

Sparkman Office
2100 Sparkman Drive
256-852-0408

Students, Teachers, Employees of Athens State University and Family Members of current MAECU members are eligible to join

North Alabama Educators Credit Umion. For more infermation call 256-232-3811or visit our website at www.naecu.org

Al Tunds are lederaly msured By B NLLW up fo 52 50,0600




SGA

SGA meetsevery Tuesday at 12:30in the Sandridge Student Center, Room 217

Photo by Stanley Webster
SGA Officers for 2010-2011. From left to right: KayLa Miller, Secretary; Brittany Johnson, President;
Dixie Smith, Vice President; Ashley Lacy, Treasurer.

Sudent Gover nment Association isopen to any student whoiscurrently enrolled at Athens State Univer sity. Fill out an application today and get
involved in Student Activitiessponsored events! Upcoming eventsinclude: the L eader ship Retreat on October 15th; theHalloween Carnival on
Oct. 28th; theKiddy Carnival on Oct. 30th; the Blood Drive on November 3rd; and thefirst annual Thanksgiving Feast on Nov. 16th.

SGA Cookout

Photos by Stanley Webster
Top left: Just some of the clubs that set up booths at the recent SGA Cookout. Top right: Students and faculty alike enjoyed the food served at the cookout.
Bottom left: Penny Roberts, Jim Hutto, Necedah Henderson, Felicia Mucci, and Dr. George Williams made time to grab a hot dog. Bottom right: Everyone
from the students to the faculty had a great time at the cookout!
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